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MEETING LOCATION
Knights of Columbus
2533 Main Street
Glastonbury, CT

Editorʼs	
 Corner
The topic for September is: MorphOS. At the June meeting I
said I thought it was a Linux derivative for older (PowerPC)
Macs. I was wrong. It is an Amiga derivative.
I’ve installed it on my G4 iBook and we’ll see how that works
out. I’ll also go over the install process.
In the news: Here’s a big surprise that was announced over
the summer, The NSA tracks people that use privacy tools.
The UC Berkeley Seismological Laboratory issued an alert
about the recent earthquake in California's Napa Valley 10
seconds before it struck. It did not predict it, but was able to
provide some of the effected areas with up to a 10 second
warning based on the speed of the warning vs. the speed of the
earthquake.
Goldman Sachs asked a New York state court to force Google
to delete an email that Goldman had accidentally sent to a
Gmail user. Google has complied with the court order. It now
becomes the responsibility of a service provider to correct
someone elses mistake.
The California Court of Appeal ruled late last week that
companies must reimburse employees for work-related use of
personal cellphones.
Criminals in Russia may (or may not) have amassed a huge
database of 1.2 billion stolen user names and passwords and half
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a billion email addresses, according to a U.S.-based
Internet security company. The ‘may not’ question has
been raised because the same security company is
charging people to find their name in the database.
Harvard researchers have figured out a way for
thousands of robots to coordinate their actions so that
they can complete a single task, such as arrange
themselves into a star formation. Trying to remember
which Scifi horror film had this as a plot. Terminator
comes quickly to mind.
Delaware recently become one of the first states to
grant families’ access rights to the digital assets of
their deceased and incapacitated loved ones.
Be aware that both free/paid mobile app are spying on
you and that includes the flashlight. According to
Appthority, 82 percent of the top Android free apps
(50 percent of the top iOS) and 49 percent of the top
cont. pg. 8

Here is the appropriate copyright citation and a link to the
full text. articles from “Tidbits”
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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A Little Computer Quiz
by Stuart Rabinowitz

The trivia and minutiae of the computer related
world. The answers will appear next month or you can
submit an answer sheet at the General Meeting. Good
Luck.
1 One of the goals of the computer world is speech
recognition (the ability of the computer to respond to
your spoken command). We all know about Siri &
Dragon, but what was the first commercially available
product that responded to voice commands?
2 What company released it?
3 When was it released?
4 If you look at an early Apple/Mac keyboard, next to
the space bar was the Apple '' key, which is now the
‘command '

key. Who created the new symbol?

5 Why was it changed?

Answers to June, 2014 Quiz
In honor of Father's Day, here are some questions about
some less well-known fathers of the PC revolution.
1 Gordon French may be the least known leaders but most
important, why?
A In 1975 he hosted the first meeting of the Homebrew
Computer Club in his garage. Steve Jobs & Wozniak were
members.
2 John Lentz is another little known leader, why?
A He invented the IBM 610 Auto-Point Computer in 1957
vacuum tubes, paper tape and printed to an IBM electric
typewriter. It cost $55,000.
3 Nolan Bushnell started Atari, which once employed Steve
Jobs, also started another well known company connected to
the video game industry, which one?
A Chuck E Cheese (well loosely connected)
4 Edmund Berkeley should be here twice, why?
A He co-founded the Association for Computing
Machinery in 1947 and developed the plans for Simon (a PC
kit that sold for $600 in 1950)
5 Last but certainly not least, Commodore Business
Machines, Inc. began producing typewriters and later adding
machines and finally the PET, Vic 20 &64 computers that
beat Apple to market. Who was the founder?
A Commodore was founded in 1954 by Jack Tramiel.
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3 Better Ways to Store Your Files than On the Desktop
By Joel Lee, MakeUseOfCom.com,
May 5, 2014
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/3-better-ways-store-filesdesktop/
http://bit.ly/1iiLU2u
Did you know that storing files directly on your desktop can
harm your productivity? I used to be one of “those” people
who downloaded files straight to the desktop. If you can
identify with
that, then I
have good news
for you: you can
do better.
Desktop
storage is
simple, sure,
but it comes
with hidden
drawbacks you
may not know
about.
Kick the bad
habit with
these
alternative file
storage
methods. They
may not be as convenient but I promise that you’ll learn to
love them in the long run.
The urge to save files to the desktop is understandable. It
provides immediate access with a single click, which means
that it’s tempting to turn the desktop into a de facto
headquarters for storage. But unless you are strict with
maintenance, you’ll eventually succumb to these issues:
No file protection. As noted by PC World, certain
directories are not affected by System Restore, the most
recognizable location being My Documents. Files on the
desktop are affected by System Restore, which can result in
unexpected file disappearances.
No file backups. Many file backup programs ignore desktop
files by default. Most programs worth their salt will allow
you to change the settings and include the desktop if
necessary, but all it takes is one forgetful moment to
accidentally lose an important desktop file.
Clutter, clutter, clutter. The story is always the same.
You begin your desktop collection with a few documents.
Over time, the collection grows to include images, music,
programs, zip files, and more documents. Suddenly, finding
the right document takes more time than actually opening
it.
Separate Drive Partitions
One bit of computer wisdom that you should learn is this:
“Never save data on the same partition as your operating
system.” In Windows, the location of the desktop on the file
system does reside on the same partition as the operating
system itself.
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Why is this important advice? Because you want to
avoid putting all of your eggs in the same basket.
Let’s say that you happen to contract a mild virus or
malware that attacks your operating system. It might
wipe all files related to the operating system itself OR
it may affect the entire partition that holds the
operating system. By losing the operating system, you
lose all of your saved data as well.
But if you
installed
Windows to
the C:
partition and
stored all of
your files on
the D:
partition, your
files on D:
would be safe
even if C: were
wiped clean.
The only way
D: would be
affected is if
the physical
hard drive
itself was
wiped or
damaged.
One additional benefit of having separate partitions is
that you can reinstall Windows without losing your
saved data. Tina has written on the subject of resizing
Windows partitions, so check it out if you want to take
advantage of this feature. http://bit.ly/1lfBCDe
Use Windows Libraries
Every installation of Windows comes with a directory
called My Documents. In Windows 7, it was renamed to
Documents and came with a couple of buddies: Music,
Pictures, and Videos. They’re called libraries and you’ve
probably seen them before, but never really used them,
right? Well, you should reconsider.
In truth, these four libraries are special. They aren’t just
directories; they’re collections of multiple directories.
In each library, you can specify different directories to
be included and that library will show the content from
all included directories. It sounds more complicated
than it is.
Think of it like this: You can save your videos to many
different locations and link those directories to the
Videos library. Then, whenever you access the Videos
library, you’ll see all of those files in one place.
It’s just as convenient as storing everything on the
desktop, yet infinitely more flexible and organized. For
more details on how to take advantage of this feature,
cont. on pg.8
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Cloud Computing
By Larry McJunkin
The Retired Geek Technical Tips for the Non-Technical
“Over 50” Crowd
http://retiredgeek.net/
http://retiredgeek.net/contact-me/

infrastructure contains large pools of systems that are
linked together. Often, virtualization techniques are
used to maximize the power of cloud computing. But
you don’t need to know these things…you just need to
know that cloud computing is safe, effective, and keeps
us from losing data on our own computers.

While the above image may look complicated, simply
defined, cloud computing is the practice of using a
network of remote servers hosted on the internet to
store, manage, and process your data, rather than keeping
it on your own computer.

Some of the old file-sharing programs that existed years
ago were actually early forms of cloud computing as
well. Data, movies, pictures and music were hosted by
other computers. You logged in and were able to watch,
listen or view the data from the comfort of your own
home, while
someone else
hosted it. But
now cloud
computing has
taken off and
gone to the
next level, being
a system of
computers
linked up
together
hosting, serving
and storing data
so users can use
that data
without even
needing to
install or
upgrade their
own computers.

Understanding
the idea behind
cloud computing
may be simple,
but getting on
board with it
seems to be
difficult for some
(though I really
don’t understand
why). Hundreds
of millions of
people use cloud
computing and
don’t even realize
it, with email
programs like
Gmail, Yahoo!
Mail,
Outlook.com, etc.
You do not
install any
programs for
these on your
computer; they
are instead
hosted on remote
servers at the
provider.
The goal of cloud
computing is to
apply traditional
supercomputing,
or highperformance
computing power,
normally used by
military and research facilities, to perform tens of trillions
of computations per second, in consumer-oriented
applications. These applications are things like financial
portfolios, email, corporate and individual data and they
store and deliver personalized information to and from the
users (you and me).
To do this, cloud computing uses networks of large groups
of servers, typically running low-cost consumer PC
technology with specialized connections to spread dataprocessing chores across them. This shared IT
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For many of us
early adopters,
cloud computing
is a concept
we’ve used for
quite some
time. But now
the cat is out of
the bag, so to
speak, and it has
become the new
“in” thing in
computing, both
for businesses
and individuals.
To better
understand cloud computing, try out Dropbox, which is
a (FREE) prime example of cloud computing. Dropbox is
the most well known cloud service today and it lets you
store and access your files from anywhere…on the web,
on your hard drive, or on all your mobile devices. Here’s
how it works:
1.
Go to Dropbox on the web at
https://db.tt/7rEut4dJ.
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from pg. 4
2.

Install Dropbox on your computer or mobile device.

3.
Throw your files into the Dropbox folder… it’s
always right there on your device.
4.
Add Dropbox to your mobile devices by visiting the
iTunes Store or Android Store.
Now your files go everywhere you do. Change a file on the
web, on your computer, or on your mobile device and it
updates on every device where you’ve installed Google
Drive. Share, collaborate, or work alone: your files…your
choice.
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Multitasking: the Big Myth
By Diane Fahlbusch, President, ICON PC User Group
(ICONPCUG), Long Island, NY
May 2014 issue, ICONPCUG Graphic
editor (at) iconpcug.org
Multitasking became the highly touted skill to possess back
at the start of the millennium. The business world thought
that more work could be accomplished with the same
amount of people with this method. However, do we really
all mean the same thing when we say it? Can one learn how
to multitask? And, the most important question, does
multitasking make one more productive? Well these
questions have been the focus of numerous studies
worldwide spanning over a decade. They have yielded some
interesting results.
Multitasking is actually defined as performing more than one
task simultaneously. An example of this is holding on a
conversation while typing an email to a business associate.
According to Earl Miller, a professor of neuroscience at
MIT, we just cannot focus on more than one thing at a time.
However, many people use the same expression to describe
performing one task at a time, and then switching to another
one quickly. Working in one program on your computer, and
then switching to a different program in another open
window is a common example. This is actually called “task
switching”, but it is often lumped under the category of
multitasking.
Another statement is that one must “learn to multitask”.
This is true to a certain extent – all activities are learned.
But “learning to multitask” is the wrong expression. What it
really means is learning tasks so well that you do not need to
concentrate to perform them properly. Think back to when
you were four or five years old and just learning how to tie
your shoelaces. You needed to concentrate and could not
focus on anything else. But now you probably could NOT
tie your shoelaces if you ACTULLY concentrated on doing
it. However, when at least one task requires you to
concentrate to accomplish it, multitasking is not necessarily
happening. One is typically not doing either task well. As an
example, most people listen to the radio while driving. But
can you actually name the songs that were played, or
remember the words? (Even when not attempting to
multitask, most people do not pay attention to the lyrics.
Think back to when the President Ronald Reagan quoted
“Born in the USA” in a patriotic speech, and missed that it
was NOT a patriotic song.) The more prevalent example is
driving and talking on the cell phone. In spite of the laws
that have been passed, people still do it.
But can one improve one’s multitasking ability? “According
to David Strayer, director of the applied cognition lab at the
University of Utah, who studies multitasking in the fertile
realm of distracted driving, ‘ninety-eight percent of people
can't multitask—they don't do either task as well.’ … And he
found that, sure enough, the very structure of the
supertasker brain looks different than those of 98 percent of
us. ‘These brain regions that differentiate supertaskers from
the rest of the population are the same regions that are
most different between humans and nonhuman primates,’
says Strayer. In other words, the brains of supertaskers are
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just that much further away from those of apes, ‘the
leading edge of evolution,’ says Strayer. Specifically:
‘Certain parts of the frontal cortex are recruited in an
interesting way,’ says Strayer. In fact, these areas show
less activity when multitasking than do the same areas
in normal, human, mammalian, non-alien-overlord brains
like mine. And it's distinct—you either efficiently
recruit this region or you don't. You're either a
supertasker or you're not." 1
So much for learning to multitask! So what about giving
task switching a try? Here are some fascinating facts.
“In the brain, multitasking is managed by what are
known as mental executive functions. These executive
functions control and manage other cognitive processes
and determine how, when and in what order certain
tasks are performed. According to researchers Meyer,
Evans and Rubinstein, there are two stages to the
executive control process. The first stage is known as
‘goal shifting"’ (deciding to do one thing instead of
another) and the second is known as ‘role activation’
(changing from the rules for the previous task to rules
for the new task).
Switching between these may only add a time cost of
just a few tenths of a second, but this can start to add up
when people begin switching back and forth repeatedly.
This might not be that big of a deal in some cases, such
as when you are folding laundry and watching television
at the same time. However, if you are in a situation
where safety or productivity are important, such as
when you are driving a car in heavy traffic, even small
amounts of time can prove critical.”3
This gives a greater perspective about what one is
actually doing. But what about enhancing the ability to
task switch? Switching between rote tasks is relatively
simple, but when the tasks become more complicated,
the results are quite interesting. This finding is pretty
much a no-brainer: “Recent research also proves that as
we get older the brain is less able to focus on more than
one task at a time, and takes longer to switch between
tasks.”2 According to the Harvard Business Review
from a study conducted by the Institute of Psychiatry,
trying to focus on more than one task DECREASES
your productivity by 40%, and lowers your IQ 10 points.
The study also found that excessive use of technology
also reduced workers’ intelligence. Other studies have
shown that multitasking/taskswitching reduces one’s
mental abilities TWO TIMES the effect of smoking
marijuana, or the equivalent of losing a full night’s sleep.
It also increases one’s stress. And of course the all
famous talking on the cellphone while driving, even
with a hands free device, decreases reaction time the
equivalent of a blood alcohol level of .08%. As a side
note, having a conversation with a passenger is only
slightly less distracting, as per insurance industry
statistics.
cont. on pg. 9
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check out Chris’s writeup on how to use Windows
Libraries. http://bit.ly/1iMkORF
Store Files in the Cloud
Cloud storage has been a big buzz term over the past
few years and for good reason. While cloud-related
solutions like Dropbox, G+ Drive, or Microsoft
OneDrive come with
privacy concerns <http://bit.ly/1lzsQ4F>, they also offer
many benefits and I think people are too quick to throw
the baby out with the bathwater.
Here’s how it works: You set aside one or more
directories that automatically sync with whatever
service you’re using (comparison of cloud storage
services). These files can be accessed from anywhere
and they can be set to private or public.
Why is this better than storing straight on the
desktop?
?
Immediate backups. Due to automatic
synchronization, you rarely need to worry about lost
files. If your computer gets wiped somehow, those files
still reside on the cloud and you can always retrieve
them again.
?
Revision history. Not every cloud service
offers a revision history, but most do and it’s an
important feature. Basically, the service will track every
change that’s made to the file (it may be limited to the
last X changes) and allow you to instantly revert to a
past version if necessary.
One Drive (aka SkyDrive) comes integrated with
Windows 8 and can help you keep your files synced.
Need Quick Access to Files?
Sometimes convenience wins out over practicality and
reason. The desktop is great because it allows for
immediate access, right? With one small compromise,
you can maintain that convenience. The answer is to use
shortcuts.
Creating a shortcut is as simple as dragging a file using
the right mouse button to where you want the shortcut
to appear, then selecting Create shortcut here from the
menu. Even if a shortcut gets wiped, the actual file will
still be safe.
But instead of putting the shortcuts on the desktop,
why not take it one step further?
Right click on any file shortcut and select either Pin to
taskbar or Pin to start menu. It’s a self-explanatory feature
that works just as well as, if not better than, traditional
desktop shortcuts. I use it day in and day out and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.
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Conclusion
Ultimately, personal preference will always win. For
those of you who have been “desktopping” for years,
you’ll probably find it near impossible to break the
habit. I still do it from time to time, though I try my
best to clean up after myself when I realize what I’m
doing. It just doesn’t make sense to store everything
on the desktop anymore.
Do you clutter up your desktop with files and folders
galore? If so, are you convinced enough to try a safer
method of file storage? Share your thoughts with us
in the comments! http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/3better-ways-store-files-desktop/

from pg. 2
Android paid apps (24 percent of the top iOS paid
apps) track user location.
Guess what happens when you do a factory data
reset on some ‘smartphones’, nothing. Anti-virus
vendor Avast bought 20 previously-owned Android
smartphones from eBay and using some off-the-shelf
software they recovered “more than 40,000
personal photos, emails, text messages, and – in
some cases – the identities of the sellers.”
The Technical University of Denmark has set a
new record for transmitting data over one channel:
43 terabits per second. Beating the old record,
which belonged to the Karlsruhe Institute of
Technology in Germany, by a margin of 11Tbps,
Want to watch the internet attacked?
http://map.ipviking.com/?_ga=1.106938115.1477390587.1
388686673
TrapX, a cybersecurity firm in San Mateo,
California, released a report that malware was
implanted in physical scanners shipped from China
to customers, as well as in the Windows XP
Embedded firmware available for download on the
manufacturer’s website. The supply chain attack, is
dubbed “Zombie Zero” is designed to steal
corporate financial and customer data
Apple is offering gift cards as part of a promotion for
buyers of several products.
Stuart Rabinowitz
Editor
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But this finding is actually shocking.
“In a 2009 study, Stanford researcher
Clifford Nass challenged 262 college
students to complete experiments that
involved switching among tasks,
filtering irrelevant information, and
using working memory. Nass and his
colleagues expected that frequent
multitaskers would outperform
nonmultitaskers on at least some of
these activities. They found the
opposite: Chronic multitaskers were
abysmal at all three tasks. The scariest
part: Only one of the experiments
actually involved multitasking, signaling
to Nass that even when they focus on a
single activity, frequent multitaskers
use their brains less effectively.”4
My mother always said, “Do one thing
at a time. …Turn the television/radio
off and do your homework.” She was so
right, and ahead of her time. So this
adds up to some very harsh realities.
Multitasking is a “hardwired” ability for
2% of the population, but a giant myth
for 98% of the population. Additionally,
tasks requiring the same cognitive
ability can NOT be performed
simultaneously, such as watching a
movie and responding to emails. (Both
require visual and linguistic cognition.)
Most people are actually task
switching. This is fine when the
activities are simple tasks that are well
learned and do NOT require the same
cognitive ability. The more one
attempts to task shift, the worse one
gets, not to mention damaging to
overall mental functioning, perhaps
permanently. One final conclusion from
multiple studies is that the people who
insist that they can multitask are the
WORST at it. Does this sound like
anyone you know?
1 “This is Your Brain on Multitasking”
by Garth Sundem, February 24, 2012,
www.psychologytoday.com
2 “Think You’re Multitasking? Think
Again”, by Jon Hamilton, October 2,
2008, www.npr.org
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