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Q&A Session: 6:30PM–7:15PM
Meeting starts at: 7:15PM

VOLUME 27 ISSUE 4

Page 1

Newsletter of the Hartford User Group Exchange

April, 2008

The PULP is published monthly by and for members of the Hartford User
Group Exchange, Inc. (HUGE). HUGE is a nonprofit organization whose
aim is to provide an exchange of information between users of personal
computers. The PULP is not in any way affiliated with any computer
manufacturer or software company. Original, uncopyrighted articles
appearing in the PULP may be reproduced without prior permission by
other nonprofit groups. Please give credit to the author and the PULP, and
send a copy to HUGE. The opinions and views herein are those of the
authors and not necessarily those of HUGE. Damages caused by use or
abuse of information appearing in the PULP are the sole responsibility of
the user of the information. We reserve the right to edit or reject any articles
submitted for publication in the PULP. Trademarks used in this
publication belong to the respective owners of those trademarks.

MEETING LOCATIONS
East Hartford Public
Library
Main & Central Avenue
in the Lion’s
Room(downstairs)
Wethersfield Public
Library 500 Silas Deane
Hwy., Wethersfield, CT

Editors Corner
Just a couple of notes as we get started with the
new & improved (?) PULP, the layout may or
maynot change over the next few issues
depending on a number of factors. They are:
Whether anyone compliments/complains
about the current layout;

The next to last stop on the assembly line
involves plugging the device into a test PC to
make sure it works. Apparently, the workers at
the plants have been using the same PC’s to
charge their devices. Oops.
Stuart Rabinowitz, Editor-in-Chief

How much time I have to play; and
Whether the change improves readability.
So keep/start those cards & letters coming.
On a different note, for those that are thinking of
purchasing some personal entertainment devices
(MP3 players, iPods, TomTom, digital picture
frames, and some hard drives etc.) make sure
you have your protection (anti-virus, spyware,
etc) turned on prior to plugging that device into
your PC. There have been a series of reports that
many of them manufactured in China have been
infected prior to packaging.
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Arthur C. Clarke, scientist and author passed away
on March 19, 2008.
He worked on developing Ground Controlled
Approach (GCA) radar during WW2 and served as
chairman of the British Interplanetary Society.
As noted in some of my quizzes, he helped develop
the concept of geostationary telecommunication
satelittes.
An even better known creation is the HAL 9000.
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A Little Computer Quiz
by Stuart Rabinowitz

The trivia and minutiae of the
computer related world. The answers
will appear next month or you can
submit an answer sheet at the General
Meeting. Good Luck.
1 In 1980 Lynn Conway and Carver
Mead published what has become an
important text within the world of
computers. What was the title?
2 Marty Goetz did something first
within the computer world, what?
3 In 1987 the Usenet rec.humor.funny
list was created. It quickly became
among the most read. Who created it?
4 Many of you probably do not recall
the intense discussion in 1982
regarding the structure of an email
address. The original format was to be
'namedomain@com', but as we know
the format became
'name@domain.com'. Who was
responsible for putting the 'dot' in 'dot
com'?
5 Today many of us make use of
"nonsequential documents", actually we
call them 'hypertext' pages. Who
developed the concept of
"nonsequential documents" in the early
1960's?
6 Andy Hertzfeld was the lead
programmer on the Macintosh system
software project, but he was not the
first programmer hired. Who was the
first programmer hired to write the
system software for the Macintosh?
VOLUME 27 ISSUE 4

Answers to March, 2008 Quiz
1 This past December, 2007 there was a
party in Silicon Valley to mark the 25th
anniversary of the introduction of a
legendary computer, which one?
A It was the Commodore 64
2 Who was the founder and CEO of the
company?
A Jack Tramiel
3 This same company had the opportunity
to distribute a different computer, but
choose to offer their own. What was the
other computer?
A Ironically, it was the Apple II
4 At some point we have all encountered a
‘CAPTCHA’. They are those requests to
type in some letters in order to do
something at a website. What does
‘CAPTCHA’ stand for?
A Completely Automated Public Turing
test to tell Computers and Humans Apart
5 Who developed the term?
A Luis von Ahn, Manuel Blum, Nicholas J.
Hopper (all of Carnegie Mellon University),
and John Langford (then of IBM)
6 When?
A It was coined in 2000
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The New, The Best, and The Worst
February 2008
Collected by Pim Borman, Webmaster, SW
Indiana PC Users Group, Inc.
http://swipcug.apcug.org/
swipcug(at)gmail.com

subscription to the library was $100, but
more recently the service has been available
for free. I am still using an older version of
Linspire daily, mostly for Web browsing,
accessing email, and playing Freecell,
Yukon or MahJongg.

Obtained from APCUG with the author's
permission for publication by APCUG member
groups.

In 2004 Marc Shuttleworth, a South African
by birth, started a free new Linux distribution
called Ubuntu ("humanity towards others").
In 1999 he sold Internet security software he
had developed to Verisign for about $575
million. He spent $20 million of that on an 8day trip by Soyuz to the Space Station and
had plenty left over for a free software
project. By now Ubuntu has become the
most advanced and popular desktop Linux
distribution, with the help of numerous
volunteer contributors.

Do You Ubuntu (yet)?
A Linux Update
In February of 2002 I wrote here:
"It has been said that Windows XP is less
buggy than its Windows 95, 98, and Me
predecessors; damnation by faint praise. XP is
also more expensive, can only be used on a
single computer, and presents many
incompatibilities with existing hardware and
software. It hogs resources. That led me to
wonder how Linux is coming along."
Replace "XP" with "Vista" and history repeats
itself. Furthermore, add that online security has
dramatically worsened and that the security of
Windows Vista is at best only marginally
improved.
At the time I got a copy of the Red Hat Linux 7.2
distribution (list price $60), included in a 1000+
pages "Linux Bible" and proceeded to evaluate
it. I found that the limited software included in
the distribution was nice and useful, but trying
to install additional programs from the Internet
was a nightmare.
Six years later desktop Linux has matured
beyond recognition. Lindows, later renamed
Linspire, was the first distribution making it a
one-click operation to download and install
software from a large online library. Originally
the cost of acquiring Linspire and a one-year
VOLUME 27 ISSUE 4

Ubuntu undergoes continuous upgrades as
new and improved software is being
developed and tested. Twice a year, in April
and October, a new version is released. The
latest version is numbered 7.10, for October
of 2007, and is nicknamed "Gutsy Gibbon."
(The next issue in April, version 8.4, will be
named "Hardy Hero." You get the drift).
I installed Ubuntu side-by-side with
Windows XP on my desktop computer,
equipped with an AMD Athlon64 X2 4800+
dual core processor, 1 GB of RAM and an
nVidia GeForce 7600 graphics card. I put it
in a separate Linux partition on my hard
drive previously used for Linspire. Before
committing to the installation I ran Ubuntu off
the CD to verify that it was compatible with
my hardware.
Once installed, Ubuntu was ready to go. It
automatically set up my connection to the
Internet with Firefox, and with my permission
downloaded a large number of updates and
additions released since October. The
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OpenOffice.org suite of programs,
comparable to MS Office, was ready to go. I
already had been using the Windows
version of OpenOffice Writer so there was no
learning curve whatsoever. The Gimp, an
advanced graphics program similar to
Adobe Photoshop Elements and with
comparable features, came preinstalled. I
also found drivers for my HP 812C printer
and my Epson Perfection 3490 Photo
Scanner. With all the necessary tools at
hand I had no difficulty producing the
January newsletter, including typing the
articles, downloading articles from other
user groups, and designing the layout and
the new masthead. I printed the newsletter
ready for Xeroxing and used OpenOffice
Writer to save a separate version (omitting
treasury data) to pdf format for distribution
on the Internet.
Ubuntu provides many additional Linux
programs:

and creating audio CDs, recording sound clips,
playing movies, etc.
?
Popular games, including aisleriot
(anagram of solitaire),a large collection of card
games, including Freecell. Also blackjack,
glchess, gnome-sudoku,gnometris (Tetris),
gnomine(minesweeper), mahjongg,and many
others.

Thunderbird, well-known program.
Pidgin, an Messenger graphical
multi-protocol instant messaging client,
capable of using AIM/ICQ, Yahoo!, MSN, IRC,
Jabber, Napster, Zephyr, Gadu-Gadu,
Bonjour, Groupwise, Sametime, SILC, and
SIMPLE all at once.
?
GRAMPS, genealogy program
capable of GEDCOM files that are used in
such programs as FamilyTree Maker for
Windows. It can produce reports in various
formats, such as text, HTML and PDF.
?
Gnucash can track finances in
multiple accounts, keeping running and
reconciled balances. It has a graphical user
interface, double entry, a hierarchy of
accounts, expense accounts (categories),
and can import Quicken QIF files and OFX
files.
?
Multiple soundand videoprograms for
burning and reading CDs and DVDs, ripping

Installation
It is easy to install Ubuntu and Windows on the
same computer in separate partitions.
Previously that required manually repartitioning
your computer with a program such as Partition
Manager, but the latest Ubuntu version, Gutsy
Gibbon, includes its own Linux-based partition

?
?
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Additional programs can be installed with the
Add/Removefunction. Some powerful Linux
programs that are not (yet) specifically adapted
for Ubuntu can be retrieved with the
Synapticpackage manager, an easy-to-use
graphical program to download applications
from the Internet. I used it to download and
install Scribus, an advanced desktop page
layout manager capable of producing
commercial grade output in PDF and
Postscript.
Difficult to use for a non-professional, but it
worked just fine.

cont. pg. 8
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So You Have a New Digital Camera
By Robert M. Mayo, Cajun Clickers Computer
Club, LA
www.clickers.org
bobmayo1(at)cox.net
Obtained from APCUG with the author's
permission for publication by APCUG member
groups.
If you were lucky enough to get a new camera
for Christmas, congratulations! However, along
with this jewel, I'm sure you also got a
complicated user's manual. I hate 'em! But
cheer up; all the mystery will soon go out of that
book.
When I bought my first digital camera, I felt lost.
I had never worked from menus before, and
they seemed so overly complicated. However,
after a couple of dozen shots of my refrigerator,
washing machine, and the cats, I began to feel
comfortable with my new toy. And now, it seems
intuitive; I can make changes in the settings
without mental effort. In fact, I don't know how I
ever got along without the wonderful features
this camera has! So the point is: play with it;
check out all of the menu options in the privacy
of your home so you won't have technical
problems later. Following directions in the
manual, you're not going to hurt it!

April, 2008

popular black-and-white shots. And within
those two groups, there were fast (ISO
400) Kodak Tri-X films for B&W news
(action and nighttime) pictures, as well as
slower (ISO 25) Kodachrome film for
beautiful, fine-grained slides. If you were
happy with black-and-white prints, there
was very fine grained Panatomic-X (ISO
32) that could produce great
enlargements. There was a film for
everything! But what if you had the
Panatomic-X in your camera, and six
frames hadn't been used yet; and you
wanted to shoot a night baseball game
under floodlights? You could remove the
unfinished film from the camera, or you
could bang away at the kids in order to
finish the roll. Cheez! What a waste! Plus,
you had to obtain a roll of the faster film,
too. But with your digital camera, you have
all of those “films” in the camera at the
same time -- color or B&W-- with a choice
of ISO values to be selected as you need
them, regardless of the number of shots
you've already made. If only they had done
this years ago!
This article has been provided to APCUG
by the author solely for publication by
APCUG member groups. All other uses
require the permission of the author (see
e-mail address above).

***
Between photo sessions, it's best not to leave
your rechargeable batteries on the charger.
Many chargers provide a trickle that's excessive
over a period of time,
and this will degrade the cells.
***
In what we laughingly call “the good ol' days,”
we had a choice of films to use in our cameras.
That was wonderful! There were so many films
for color pictures available, as well as the still
VOLUME 27 ISSUE 4
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Recording Audio
By Bart Koslow, Software Review Coordinator,
Thousand Oaks Personal Computer Club,
Thousand Oaks, CA
http://topcc.org/
review(at)topcc.org
Obtained from APCUG with the author's
permission for publication by APCUG member
groups.
Nowadays it is no problem to record video from
a TV broadcast, VCR or other source using a
Digital Video Recorder. When I began to look
into recording music broadcasts
off the air, I found that there were external Audio
recorders, but they were expensive, beginning
in the $250 range and up. This is twice as
much as a similar Video Recorder.
Since I wanted to create CDs from the
broadcast music and I had DVD/CD burners on
my computer I decided that using my computer
was a better and cheaper alternative.
One possibility was a TV/FM card for my
computer which may be purchased for $30 to
$40 and up. However, I found a cheaper
method. My stereo system was only a few feet
from my computer, so I connected an audio
output from my audio receiver to the line in on
my computer sound card. I happened to have a
cable with two RCA connectors on one end
going to a single stereo connector on the other
end. Just what I needed, I connected the RCA
connectors to audio out on my receiver and the
stereo connector to the line in on my sound
card on the computer.
Now all I needed was a program that could
access the sound card and record the input.
I hit the jackpot. Roxio Easy Media Creator has
just the program. Not only that, but,
once you complete your recording, Roxio has a
basic sound editor that enables editing the
VOLUME 27 ISSUE 4
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sound files, and programs to burn the files
to a CD or DVD. The Roxio program will
access a number of inputs besides the
line in. You may access your phone line,
CD player, microphone input, and other
inputs including Internet Radio broadcasts
received
on your computer. You may also decide
which type of file format to record, WAV,
MP3, or WMA, what fidelity to record, and
where to save the recorded file. In addition,
there is a recording level meter and
control.
Once I turned on my stereo receiver and
accessed the Roxio recording program,
everything went well. I recorded a long
broadcast for a few hours and then my
computer told me I had a problem and had
to close the Roxio program. I lost my whole
recording, but now I knew it worked and
tried again.
This time I closed all the programs I did
not need and disconnected from the
Internet to get less interference when I
recorded. After editing the recorded audio
file, I successfully burned it to two CDs.
If you have music cassettes or even VCRs
with music, you may use this technique to
transfer music to CDs. If you have cable or
satellite TV service with accompanying
radio, you may use the above procedure to
record from your set top box to your
computer. I have satellite service with
SIRIUS radio, and am now recording live
and historical music broadcasts that
interest me.
I next discovered that in many cases I
could bypass an external stereo receiver,
set top box, or recorder by using Internet
Radio which may be played using
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Windows Media Player, iTunes Player, Real
Player or other free media players. All you have
to do is find the radio station that is
broadcasting the music you wish and then
enter the URL for its streaming audio
broadcasts in the Player software. I did a
search using Google and found there are
numerous Internet radio station locators, found
the station I wanted and entered the URL. Now I
had the music coming in directly to my
computer from the Internet with no intermediary
device. In order to save the music I again
resorted to Roxio’s “Capture Audio from Sound
Card” program and changed the input from
“Line In” to “Stereo Mix,” and recorded the
broadcast to a file. Edit the audio file and burn it
to a CD and I was finished. It all worked like a
charm.
Now, I do not need a Stereo Receiver, external
recorder or even have to add a TV/ FM card to
my computer.
The simple solutions are always the best ones.
This article has been provided to APCUG by
the author solely for publication by APCUG
member groups. All other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail address
above).

April, 2008

from pg. 5
manager, GParted, and automatically uses it
to can your computer for available space
and to reconfigure that space (with your
approval) to install itself. During boot-up the
computer displays a menu of startup
options, including Windows or Ubuntu.
I evaluated the ease of installation on an old
Dell Inspiron 3800 laptop computer, with a
600 MHz Celeron CPU, 320 MB RAM and
880MB free disk space. Installation
alongside the existing Windows Me went
flawlessly. The computer didn't have a
network card, but Ubuntu recognized the
PCMIA wireless network card and connected
to the Internet after I provided the router
parameters.
"Sounds Great, But Why Bother?"
For the same reasons people move out of
the city to the suburbs: security and cost-ofliving. To enjoy the best of both worlds,
install Ubuntu side-by-side with a basic
Windows program. No need for expensive
MS Office or Adobe programs. Use Ubuntu
for safe online access, and keep Windows
for those few occasions were Linux does not
(yet) provide the means. As time goes by, it
will probably be possible to abandon
Windows altogether. Give it a try!
This article has been provided to APCUG by
the author solely for publication by APCUG
member groups. All other uses require the
permission of the author (see e-mail
address above).
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SLIDES TO DIGITAL PRESENTATION
by Bob Bonato
A joint presentation by Stu Rabinowitz and Ann Duffy
transpired at our March HUGE meeting in the East
Hartford Public Library. The setup was a VuPoint slide
and negative scanner connected to a PC running
Windows XP via USB 2.0. The PC had an Arcsoft
product, Photo Impression 6.0 installed. It was
connected to our projector for viewing. The scanner was
purchased from a Hammacher Schlemmer catalog for
about $100. It is a rather petite unit (akin to a music
metronome) with a slot near the base in which to insert
a tray with slides. Different trays had to be purchased
for other slides sizes and negatives. Such hardware with
software is not available for the Mac family.
After some initial memory problems that affected the
wireless mouse operation-which Stu fixed by connecting
a cabled
mouse- the
program was
accessible
and an image
was acquired
with a
minimum of
options.
Actually we
started with
a color
negative and
having
selected its
radio button
along with
1800 dpi and
24 bit we
were off. But
a long wait
was in store
due to the
fact we were
scanning for
a .tiff, and in
using a negative there was a delay for the negative
image to be converted to a positive one. About 15
minutes gave us a rather nice image, albeit somewhat
small. Not memory size though-12 MB. Later in the night
we did the negative again as a jpeg. It scanned in about
5 minutes and had a memory size of 459 KB. We saw no
substantial loss in quality with the jpeg.
The intent here was to place the images onto the PC
hard drive and then to bring them over onto a Mac to
be manipulated and arranged within iphoto. A digital slide
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show could then be done. The 'Transfer' button allowed it
to be saved. We then tried an actual color slide using the
jpeg setting and found it to be acquired in about 5
minutes. Quality was about the same and totally
acceptable. (Higher dpi and bit settings were possible).
What wasn't acceptable was the time necessary to
perform this task one by one for a large number of slides.
There is obviously other overhead in setting up each one,
saving, sorting, etc.
Stu noted that a normal flatbed scanner isn't acceptable
due to limited lighting. A special scanner with a slide tray is
available (HP for one) but each slide must be scanned
separately with that also. A suggestion to overcome the
time constraint was to project the slides onto a nice
screen or background and then take a digital photo of
each image. It would be easy to get the photos from the
camera into a computer and save much time and steps.
Abel has taken the idea one step further. He has been
using a
video
camera on
the
projected
slides and
adding
audio
comments
as he
goes.
When he
gets
several
carousels
of trays
done on
the
camera
tape, he
then can
transfer it
to VHS or
to the
computer
in order to
cut a
DVD. The editing would be longer even with a good
program but he would have the personal audio added and
could easily add background music, chapter headings,
transitions and the like.
Commercial services are prohibitively expensive. So this
is one area of technology where we haven't progressed yet
for the amateur.
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Membership: Anyone may become a
member. Dues are $12 per year and include a
one-year subscription to The Pulp as well as
access to the HUGE Public Domain disk
libraries and BBS. Meeting topics, times and
places can be found on page 1 of this issue.

568–0492
633–9038
643–0430
233–0370

george.carbonell@comcast.net
s.e.rabinowitz@att.net
tbade@cox.net
epencil@att.net
richer1@aol.com

633–9038

richer1@aol.com
s.e.rabinowitz@att.net
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