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The PULP is published monthly by and for members of the Hartford User Group
Exchange, Inc. (HUGE). HUGE is a nonprofit organization whose aim is to provide an exchange of information between users of personal computers. The PULP is
not in any way affiliated with any computer manufacturer or software company.
Original, uncopyrighted articles appearing in the PULP may be reproduced without
prior permission by other nonprofit groups. Please give credit to the author and the
PULP, and send a copy to HUGE. The opinions and views herein are those of the
authors and not necessarily those of HUGE. Damages caused by use or abuse of
information appearing in the PULP are the sole responsibility of the user of the information. We reserve the right to edit or reject any articles submitted for publication in the PULP. Trademarks used in this publication belong to the respective owners of those trademarks.

MEETING LOCATIONS
East Hartford Public Library
Main & Central Avenue
in the Lion’s Room(downstairs)

From The Editor
by Pat Teevan

If the Pulp seem s little “short” this month, that’s
because it is.

Due to a mixup, our membership in the
organization that supplies us with articles from
other club’s newsletters has lapsed, so I don’t
have any new material.

I considered doing a “best of” issue, but I didn’t
have the time or energy to scan and OCR old
Vaporware columns to put i together.
I’m now getting my presentation for the meeting
together, so this’ll be it for the month.

Hopefully next month will bring an influx of new
material and I can go back to a full-sized issue.

I did find a couple articles from last year that I
hadn’t used, so they’re in here!
‘Til next month…
Happy computing!
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A Lit t le C om p u t er Qu iz
by Stuart Rabinowitz

March Quiz

February Quiz Answers

The trivia and minutiae of the computer related
world. The answers will appear next month or you
can submit an answer sheet at the General Meeting. Good Luck.

Another month of match the computer name to
the picture

1 Altair
1 Where was the first prototype of a coinoperated video game played?

A D
2 Apple II GS

2 In what town was it located?

A F

3 What was the coin-operated video game
played?

3 Apple IIc

4 In 1975 the Sears Xmas catalog contained an ad
for a new video game, what game?
5 What was the advertised price?
6 In 1980 Nintendo released "Donkey Kong", it
was designed by a young "staff artist"
named____?

A B
4 Apple III
AA
5 Coleco Adam
A E
6 Kyotronic 85
A C

Editor’s Note: To refresh your memory the picture
are reprinted on the next page.
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Legal Bytes: What is CALEA and Will It
Affect My Life?
By John Brewer,
Computer Club of Oklahoma City eMonitor, November 2005

In 1994, Congress passed a law known as the
Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement
Act of 1994. The purpose of CALEA is to define
the existing statutory obligation of
telecommunications carriers to assist law
enforcement in executing electronic surveillance
pursuant to court order or other lawful
authorization and requires carriers to design or
modify their systems to ensure that lawfullyauthorized electronic surveillance can be
performed. That is a mouthful

In 1978, Congress passed the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act (FISA) to safeguard national
security by authorizing select government agencies
to conduct electronic surveillance of a foreign
power or an agent of a foreign power for the
purpose of obtaining foreign intelligence
information.

In 1986, as a result of developments in
telecommunications and computer technologies,
Congress enacted the Electronic Communications
Privacy Act, which amended the Omnibus Crime
In simple terms, the focus is electronic surveillance Control and Safe Streets Act by broadening its
of telephone calls. A bit of history preceding the
coverage to include electronic communications
enactment of CALEA is helpful.
(including email, data transmissions, faxes, and
pagers).
Electronic surveillance consists of either the
interception of call content (commonly referred to The provisions of Title III of the Omnibus Crime
as wiretaps) and/or the interception of callControl and Safe Streets Act, as amended, continue
identifying information (commonly referred to as
to govern the U.S. procedures for obtaining legal
dialed-number extraction) through the use of pen
authority for initiating and conducting lawful
registers and/or trap and trace devices. Lawfullyinterceptions of wire, oral, and electronic
authorized electronic surveillance is considered to communications.
be an invaluable tool for law enforcement in its
CALEA seeks to expand the capabilities of law
fight against crime and terrorism.
enforcement agencies to perform electronic
In 1968, Congress passed the Omnibus Crime
surveillance and stay current with changes in
Control and Safe Streets Act, which laid out the
technology. The issue that has become a current
meticulous procedures law enforcement must
controversy is the cost of compliance by the
follow to obtain the necessary judicial
private sector. A term that is attached to this sort of
authorization to conduct electronic surveillance.
compliance issue is “unfunded mandate.”
The law was enacted after Congress debated issues
A recent article in the New York Times addresses
concerning law enforcement's need to effectively
CALEA and the cost of compliance. “The federal
address serious criminal activity and an
government, vastly extending the reach of an 11individual's right to privacy.
year-old law, is requiring hundreds of universities,
In 1970, Congress amended the federal wiretap
online communications companies and cities to
statute to make clear the duty of service providers overhaul their Internet computer networks to make
and others to provide law enforcement with the
it easier for law enforcement authorities to monitor
technical and other assistance necessary to
e-mail and other online communications. The
accomplish the intercept.
action, which the government says is intended to
help catch terrorists and other criminals, has
unleashed protests and the threat of lawsuits from
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universities, which argue that it will cost them at
least $7 billion while doing little to apprehend
lawbreakers. The order, issued by the Federal
Communications Commission in August and first
published in the Federal Register last week,
extends the provisions of a 1994 wiretap law not
only to universities, but also to libraries, airports
providing wireless service and commercial Internet
access providers. It also applies to municipalities
that provide Internet access to residents, be they
rural towns or cities like Philadelphia and San
Francisco, which have plans to build their own Net
access networks.”

their systems to ensure a baseline level of
government wiretapping capability. Some experts
opine that when Congress passed CALEA in 1994
it specifically exempted the Internet from its reach.

The technology that has created the sudden
brouhaha is the ability to make telephone calls over
the Internet. Internet traffic is sent in packets of
data and they do not necessarily follow each other
in a constant stream of traffic. In fact, they are
often sent through different Internet routes and
assembled at the receiving end.

The appeal was filed by a number of parties that
include the Center for Democracy and Technology,
COMPTEL, the Electronic Frontier Foundation,
the Electronic Privacy Information Center,
Pulver.com and Sun Microsystems.

According to the New York Times article,
“technology experts retained by the schools
estimated that it could cost universities at least $7
billion just to buy the Internet switches and routers
necessary for compliance. That figure does not
include installation or the costs of hiring and
training staff to oversee the sophisticated circuitry
around the clock, as the law requires, the experts
said.” Terry Hartle, a senior vice-president of the
American Council on Education is quoted as
stating, “This is the mother of all unfunded
mandates. Even the lowest estimates of compliance
costs would, on average, increase annual tuition at
most American universities by some $450, at a
time when rising education costs are already a sore
point with parents and members of Congress.”
On October 25, 2005, a coalition of public interest
and business groups asked the federal appeals
court for the District of Columbia to overturn the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
ruling requiring that broadband Internet and
interconnected voice-over Internet Protocol
(VOIP) services be designed to make government
wiretapping easier.

The civil liberties, privacy and high-tech industry
advocates opposing the FCC ruling warn that it
extends the wiretapping rules to technologies it
was never intended to cover, imposes a
burdensome government mandate on innovators
and threatens the privacy rights of individuals who
use the Internet and other new communications
technologies.

The merger of the voice telephone system and the
Internet has created new challenges that are yet to
be resolved.
John Brewer practices law in Oklahoma City, is a
member of the Governor’s and Legislative Task
Force for E-Commerce, and enjoys issues relating
to eBusiness and cyberspace. Comments and
questions are welcome and can be emailed to
johnb@jnbrewer.com.
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107,
this material is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving
the included information for research and
educational purposes. The article may contain
sources for content as attributed within the article.
There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this
article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given the
author. The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member, brings this article to you.

In the ruling finalized on October 13, the FCC
ordered distributors of broadband and certain
VOIP services to comply with the CALEA.
CALEA requires telephone companies to design
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Browsing WebRings:
Communities of Web Sites
By Gabe Goldberg,
APCUG Advisor, Region 2; Columnist, AARP Computers and Technology Website

If the Internet is the largest library created in
human history, where are its card catalog and
friendly librarians to explain how the Internet's
"shelves" are arranged? Where's a rhyme and
reason for how things are arranged, and the Dewey
Decimal System
http://www.oclc.org/dewey/ when we need it most?
Search engines and directories like Google
www.google.com and Yahoo! www.yahoo.com are
helpful but can be overwhelming. And search
results often appear jumbled, lacking the comfort
of neighborhood libraries which shelve related
books together -- so that if you find an interesting
mystery, cookbook, or science tome, its nearby
shelf neighbors may be an unanticipated bonus.
But the Internet does offer the equivalent of library
shelves, called WebRings ("rings" for short). Not
stashed where you can physically touch them, rings
are linked sets of Web sites concerned with specific
topics.

WebRing.com combines aspects of a portal site
(linking to WebRing-related information and
resources), a directory site (providing categories of
rings such as Business & Finance, Family &
Home, Health & Wellness, and Hobbies & Crafts),
and a search tool. Searching is helpful when you're
not sure which category includes your topic of
interest or when the topic may span categories. For
example, searching on "gardening" located 128
WebRings. That doesn't sound like many, but
remember that each ring includes a few, dozens,
hundreds, or thousands of individual sites. Among
the first 20 rings, Friends of the Garden http://
e.webring.com/hub?ring=friendsgarden has the
most members, 243 Web sites. Its cheery greeting
reads "Welcome to Friends of the Garden Web
Ring. We are the largest gardening Web ring in the
WebRing Community! Please visit our members
and if you have a gardening web page, consider
joining! We welcome both the backyard gardener
with his own home page or the commercial grower.
All have something interesting to add to our virtual
garden tour".

So rings exist for diverse topics -- physical fitness,
photography, falconry, biking, etc. In fact, those
Navigating WebRing.com by topics provides a
topics were all featured on WebRing.com http://
dir.webring.com/rw, a directory of rings, on the day hierarchical view of its thousands of WebRings -for example, clicking the Science category yields
I browsed it.
about two dozen disciplines including Astronomy,
The WebRing concept is simple: Webmasters of
Biology, Ecology, Energy, etc. Biology includes an
sites with a common theme agree to link to each
amazing 3200 rings, while the new science of
other, and to a hub Web site; each ring site includes Nanotechnology has only one ring.
links named Ring Hub, Random, Previous, Next,
Ring hubs offer a unique search tool with two
and Join Now. A ring's hub is like the center of a
pulldown menu choices. You can enter a keyword
circle, with all the ring's sites connected to it. The
hub describes the ring, gives statistics (how many and search only the ring whose hub you're viewing
(the Ring choice), or search the entire
Web sites belong, how many times the hub has
WebRing.com list of rings (the WebRing search
been visited, etc.), and lists member sites with
brief descriptions.

Concludes on page 8…
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choice). Searching within the ring can help narrow
search results. For example, the Amateur and Pro
Photography ring has 87 sites. If I'm interested in
English photography, rather than touring the entire
ring -- entertaining though that might be -- I can
use the ring search for "England" and find the four
relevant sites.
Clicking the Random link is like closing your eyes
and hopping to an unknown site -- it can be
entertaining or not, depending on luck. Previous/
Next links navigate around a ring's sites so you'll
eventually return to your starting point. And Join
Now is for Webmasters to enroll sites within a
ring; this requires first creating a free account on
WebRing.com.
WebRings don't replace search engines, directories,
portals, one's own bookmarks, and referrals from
friends for finding worthwhile material. And they
only link sites that have chosen to enroll. But
they're a useful and powerful tool for locating and
navigating congenial and related Web sites, and
they give topics such as gardening and
photography much more a sense of community
than do bare links from a search engine.
This article originated on AARP's Computers and
Technology Web site, www.aarp.org/computers,
and is copyrighted by AARP. All rights are
reserved; it may be reproduced, downloaded,
disseminated, or transferred, for single use, or by
nonprofit organizations for educational purposes,
with attribution to AARP. It should be unchanged
and this paragraph included. Please e-mail Gabe
Goldberg at gabe@gabegold.com when you use it,
or for permission to excerpt or condense.
There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this
article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given the
author. The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member, brings this article to you.
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Membership: Anyone may become a member. Dues are
$12 per year and include a one-year subscription to The
Pulp as well as access to the HUGE Public Domain disk
libraries and BBS. Meeting topics, times and places can
be found on page 1 of this issue.
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