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The PULP is published monthly by and for members of the Hartford User Group
Exchange, Inc. (HUGE). HUGE is a nonprofit organization whose aim is to provide an exchange of information between users of personal computers. The PULP is
not in any way affiliated with any computer manufacturer or software company.
Original, uncopyrighted articles appearing in the PULP may be reproduced without
prior permission by other nonprofit groups. Please give credit to the author and the
PULP, and send a copy to HUGE. The opinions and views herein are those of the
authors and not necessarily those of HUGE. Damages caused by use or abuse of
information appearing in the PULP are the sole responsibility of the user of the information. We reserve the right to edit or reject any articles submitted for publication in the PULP. Trademarks used in this publication belong to the respective owners of those trademarks.

MEETING LOCATIONS
East Hartford Public Library
Main & Central Avenue
in the Lion’s Room(downstairs)
Wethersfield Public Library
500 Silas Deane Hwy.,
Wethersfield, CT

From The President
by George Carbone!

JUNE –SUMMERTIME VACATIONS
This is the time of the year to rejoice. End of the
semester, beginning of vacation season and just
plain good weather. The computer club is still
active with the monthly meeting. A picnic was
being planned, unfortunately no one responded to
the request of who is interested. Past years, the
group held them at Mr. Ritter’s residence in
Manchester, CT. Interested in this picnic then
email pres@huge.org.
Picnic time, are you interested?

What new programs, new computers, new printers
have you seen or used in 2007? These are topics
that can be discussed over the summer. Have you
acquired any new items that you could or would
share with the club members? Please send your
comments to the HYPERLINK
"mailto:board@huge.org" board@huge.org.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
HUGE is 25 years old, the club has gone through a
few computers and projectors. A question to you
all is “How many computers and what models
have you purchased? I personally have used many
computers. There are: Apple][+, Apple ][e,
Macintosh 512e, Macintosh Plus, Macintosh SE
and then upgraded to the SE30, Macintosh 475,
Macintosh 8100, Macintosh PowerBook, Current
computers are Macintosh G4 and Macintosh
iBook. I also use a HP Pavilion 233Mhz for doing
amateur radio operations.

See you at the June meeting.
George Carbonell
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A Lit t le C om p u t er Qu iz
by Stuart Rabinowitz

June Quiz

May Quiz Answers

The trivia and minutiae of the computer related
world. The answers will appear next month or you
can submit an answer sheet at the General Meeting. Good Luck.

Up-up-down-down-left-right-left-rightB-A-Start
1 What is it?

1 In 1978 Wayne Ratliff wrote a database
program that would, for awhile, be the standard
on the PC. What was the program?

2 Who was he working for at the time?

3 The database program was renamed in 1980,
what was the new name?

4 What was Viola?

A It's a game cheat sequence called the 'contracode'.
2 Where was it first used?
A It was first used on the Nintendo
Entertainment System (NES) console with the
game "Gradius" in 1986. The game was a space
flight side scrolling shoot-em up game.
3 What does it do?
A When entered at the start of the game, it gives
you 30 additional lives.
4 Who created it?
A Kazuhisa Hashimoto created the original code
during the Konami porting of the game to NES.

5 Who was the developer?

6 When was it released?

5 Why?
A In order to make the testing easier. He just
never took it out.
6 xyzzy?
A Nothing happens
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A Slightly Faster and Safer Internet FREE!
A small step for your PC, a giant leap for you
By Carey Holzman, Co-host talk radio show <www.computeramerica.com>
Author: The Healthy PC (McGraw/Hi!); Smart Computing magazine
www.careyholzman.com
Carey(at)ComputerAmerica.com
Obtained (om APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

You may have never heard of a DNS before, but if
you use the Internet, you use DNS all the time.
DNS is short for Domain Name Server and I'm
going to teach you what it does and why you
should care. To understand what DNS is, let's start
with something similar you are probably already
familiar with – cellular phones.

using the Internet simpler, all you need to know is
the sites 'name' and your Internet Service Providers
DNS will look it up for you.

The problem is that some Internet Service
Providers DNS computers are out of date or overworked. Others may be well maintained, but none
of them do any filtering for you. If you were to
If you're like most people, you own a cellular
receive an email from your bank asking you to
phone. You probably have your friends and family verify your account or encouraging you to login to
programmed into your phone so all you have to do your account to resolve some issue, you may
is find their name in your phones contact list, or if actually be taken to site that looks like your bank
you have fancy phone, just speak their name and
in every way, but isn't a bank at all. Instead, thieves
the phone will dial them for you. In my phone, for have found a way to copy entire web pages, word
example, I have Mom in my contact list. When I
for word and graphic for graphic, and place it on
want to call Mom, I just search for her name in my their own computers. They have a way to make the
phone and my phone knows to dial the number
link you click on in the email take you to their site,
associated with that name. This is just like what a
instead of to your real bank. When you enter your
DNS does.
account number and password, you are effectively
telling them your account number and password. If
When you type a web address into your Internet
you enter any other information about yourself,
browser, such as HYPERLINK "http://
such as your first and last name, address, secret
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Explorer"
PIN for your debit card, social security number,
Microsoft's Internet Explorer or HYPERLINK
mother's maiden name or other personally
"http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mozilla_Firefox"
identifiable information about yourself, then you
Mozilla's Firefox, the DNS looks up the number
can kiss your identity goodbye. You've just given
associated with that name and then 'calls' it. That
them all the information they need to fill out credit
number is called an IP Address, but it's really not
card applications, log into your bank and withdraw
all that different from a phone number.
all of your funds or even get a job using your
social security number, but never pay any taxes.
For example, if you go to HYPERLINK "http://
www.google.com/"www.google.com you are really All of which will have unfortunate and long term
repercussions for you that can also be quite
going to HYPERLINK "http://208.67.219.230"
expensive and frustrating to fix.
208.67.219.230. But that would be tough to
remember, wouldn't it? Can you imagine if you had We refer to this process of criminals obtaining your
to remember 4 sets of numbers for each web-site
information in this manner as ' HYPERLINK
you wanted to visit? What a nightmare! To make
"http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phishing"
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phishing,' (pronounced as 'fishing.') Perhaps you're
under the impression that if you don't click on any
links in email (advice often offered as a security
measure to prevent becoming a phishing victim)
you'll be safe. But that's not guaranteed. Criminals
have figured out ways to manipulate some DNS
computers to take you to their site! Imagine if
someone could change the number in your cellular
phone for Mom, so that each time you went to call
Mom, your phone dialed a 1-900 number that
charged you $2 per minute! When crooks
manipulate a DNS computer in this manner, we
refer to it as ' HYPERLINK "http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DNS_cache_poisoning"
DNS cache poisoning.'
Generally speaking, the Internet Service Providers
are doing a great job of preventing their DNS
computers from being compromised, but how can
you be sure? Your Internet Service Provider has a
lot of things to do besides maintain their DNS
computer. They have email and spam to contend
with and they may even provide cable TV,
telephone or other services. So how much time
and attention do their DNS computers receive?
OpenDNS
One company, HYPERLINK "http://
www.opendns.com" OpenDNS.com does nothing
but maintain their DNS computers. In fact, they go
a step further by filtering dangerous web-sites. If
you were using their DNS computers, instead of
the ones you are using right now, and tried to visit
a fraudulent web-site masquerading as a financial
institution in order to collect your personal
information, it won't let you go there! (See
illustration in next column)

On the top, what a fraudulent web-site might
look like without OpenDNS. The bottom image
is what a fraudulent web-site will look like with
OpenDNS.
If you've ever thought your Internet was down, it
may have only been that your Internet Service
Providers DNS computers were unavailable for
some reason. When the DNS computers are
unavailable, your computer is unable to resolve the
web addresses and it will appear as though your
Internet connection is not working.

What's more, HYPERLINK "http://
www.opendns.com" OpenDNS.com offers their
DNS computers free, for anyone to use, forever.
Because their sole focus is on DNS, their
HYPERLINK "http://www.opendns.com/"
computers are extremely fast and are updated
constantly with new, dangerous web-sites to block. OpenDNS.com has high performance DNS
computers in numerous locations around the world
You don't have to install any software, sign any
license agreements or even tell them who you are
Concludes on page 7…
to take advantage of their free service.
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Live CD-ROMs
By Dick Maybach. a Member of the Brookdale Computer User Group, New Jersey
http://www.bcug.com/
N2nd(at)att.net
Obtained (om APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

In the early days of PCs, we did much more
experimenting than we do now. The only long-term
storage was on diskettes, and when we removed
the diskette holding the operating system, we also
removed any problems that resulted from our
experiments. Now, our hard disks hold large,
complex operating systems, and if they are
damaged by our errors or by malware such viruses,
the recovery process can be long and painful.
Those who still like to experiment should consider
live CD-ROMs.
A live CD-ROM contains an operating system and
applications and can be run without using the hard
disk at all. When you remove the CD-ROM, your
old operating system (probably Windows) takes
over. In fact, since the hard disk was not accessed
while the live CD-ROM was running, Windows is
no more aware that the PC has been used than if
you had never switched on the power.
To use a live CD-ROM, you must set up your PC
so that if a CD-ROM is present, it will try to boot
from it, rather than the hard disk. Watch carefully
as your PC boots, and you should see a message
telling you how to start the BIOS set-up program.
Often, the procedure is to press the F2 key
repeatedly during booting. Don’t just hold it down,
as the PC will think your keyboard has a stuck key
and will refuse to start. Once the set-up program
has started, read each screen carefully before
changing anything. If you think you’ve made a
mistake, exit without changing anything (often
done by pressing the escape key) and start again.
You are looking for the screen that lets you change
the boot order, which is the order in which the PC
checks devices for an operating system. It always
includes the hard disk, diskette, and CD-ROM, and

(on newer machines) USB devices. In our case we
want the CD-ROM checked before the hard disk.
Once you are satisfied that everything is ok, save
your changes and exit the program, often done by
pressing F10.
You can download live CD-ROM programs free
from the Internet. However, you will now have
what’s called an ISO image; this is not a file, and if
you write it to a CD-ROM as a file, it won’t be
bootable. Unfortunately, the free versions of CDROM burner programs included with many PCs
won’t burn ISO images. However, a suitable
program, ISO Recorder, is available, free over the
internet from http://isorecorder.alexfeinman.com/
isorecorder.htm. Many live CD-ROMs are also
available as pre-recorded CD-ROMs; see the
referenced Web sites for information.
A good place to start is with the Ultimate Boot CD,
available at http://www.ultimatebootcd.com/. This
provides four versions of DOS and five of Linux,
plus tools for motherboard, hard disk, and file
system maintenance, in addition to four virus
scanners.
If you long for the simpler days of DOS, see http://
www.freedos.org/ to obtain an open-source clone
of DOS. This will allow you to get reacquainted
with the command line, BAT files, BASIC
programming, and run those old programs that no
longer work under Windows. The full version
contains some extras, FreeGEM (a clone of the old
Digital Research graphical user interface),
BWBasic (Bywater Basic), and several games.
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If you would like to experiment with Linux, but
aren’t ready yet to install it on your hard disk, look
at Ubuntu, http://www.ubuntu.com/, which
provides a Windows-like interface, or Knoppix,
http://www.knoppix.org/, which is known for being
very adaptable to different PC hardware. Several
tutorial books are available for each; check your
local Barnes & Noble or Borders.

to ensure reliability and speed. They are so proud of
how reliable their system is, you can check the
status of their entire system at any time. Curious?
Click HYPERLINK "http://system.opendns.com/"
here to see the current status of all of the OpenDNS
computers (green = good, red or yellow = bad).

For Linux, Windows, and, to a limited extent,
Macintosh maintenance and recovery, my favorite
is INSERT, available at http://www.insidesecurity.de/insert_en.html. This is worth a
complete article, and I’ll discuss it next month’s
column.

If you choose to register with HYPERLINK "http://
www.opendns.com/" OpenDNS.com, which is also
free, a few more features also become available to
you. This may actually appeal more to a business
owner than a home user, but if you're curious, it
might be worth checking out as well.

Security Tools Distribution (STD), http://s-t-d.org/,
is a variant of Knoppix, customized for those in
computer security. It includes tools for encryption
and code-breaking, for finding evidence of
computer break-ins, for working with firewalls, for
building honey pots (traps for ensnaring hackers),
for analyzing and breaking passwords, for
analyzing network traffic, and for assessing
computer vulnerability.

HYPERLINK "http://www.opendns.com/"
OpenDNS.com works with all computers, running
all versions of Windows, Linux and even Apple PCs
and gaming machines like the Xbox or PlayStation.
It can also work within your router, and if your
phone has Internet access, it can work with it as
well! Best of all, they provide a free HYPERLINK
"http://www.opendns.com/start/" click-by-click
walk through of how to configure it on all of these
devices.

You can see a long list of available live CD-ROMs
at http://www.frozentech.com/content/livecd.php.
Most of these are versions of Linux, because its
source code is available and free, and because it’s
modular. Windows, by comparison, is proprietary
and monolithic; at one point, Microsoft claimed
that you couldn’t remove even its Internet browser
without disabling the operating system.
This article has been provided to APCUG by the author
solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
other uses require the permission of the author (see email address above).

Faster, Better… continued from page 5

Start Using OpenDNS
If your computer runs any version of Microsoft
Windows, you can quickly configure your computer
to use OpenDNS by following a few simple steps
that everyone can easily understand HYPERLINK
"http://www.opendns.com/start/windows.php"right
here.
To learn more about how OpenDNS works, visit
their HYPERLINK "http://www.opendns.com/
faq/" Frequently Asked Questions.
If you want to learn more details of exactly how
DNS works, visit HYPERLINK "http://
www.howstuffworks.com/dns.htm"
HowStuffWorks.com.
This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).
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Renew the Artist in You: ArtRage 2
A Review by Rob Rice,
a computer specialist living in Anchorage, Alaska and a member of the Computer Club of Oklahoma City
http://www.ccokc.org
articles(at)isp.com
Obtained (om APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Spring is a season of light, color and renewal; it is
a season that can bring out the artist in all of us.
When I look at a product like ArtRage 2, by
Ambient Design, I can feel some of that same
renewal that spring offers right there on my
computer screen. A clean, well behaved and very
intuitive product, the free version of ArtRage 2 is
about as difficult as finger painting.
Coded in the low stress environment of a New
Zealand forest, just outside of Auckland, ArtRage
is a nice blend of a simple user interface with the
power to create high quality work. I say that
ArtRage is about as difficult as finger painting and
I mean that, but do not think that it shares finger
painting’s limitations. One look at some of those

samples on this page (From the Ambient Design
website) should be obvious.
Since its initial release by former MetaCreations
Corporation employees Andy Bearsley and Matt
Fox-Wilson in 2004 as a free product, ArtRage has
been steadily polished and improved. Available in
English, French and German versions, for both
Windows and MacOSX, a new edition for the
UltraMobile PC is also available.
A recipient of many awards, ArtRage comes with a
good user’s manual and several
helpful tutorials are available on the Ambient
Design website, such as how to paint a Macaw.
Installing and opening ArtRage 2 offers no
surprises, such as ads, spyware, or pressure to buy
the full version. You are greeted with a clean
interface. On the lower left is your Tool Picker
which contains:
Oil Brush.
Pencil.
Palette Knife.
Eyedropper.
Felt Pen.
Chalk.
Crayon.
Eraser
More tools are added in the full version such as
Airbrush, Paint Tube, Glitter, and Paint Roller.
On the lower right is the Color Picker. At top is a
menu containing such familiar options as File,
Edit, Tools, and Help.
Various other menus are located at the sides which
allow for brush pressure and tilt angle. One of my
favorite features is the Tracing Images and
References feature. With Tracing Image the
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original is projected on to your canvas so that you
can use it as a guide while you sketch and paint.
Other features include (From the Ambient Design
website):
Layers: Paint on transparent layers to build
up more complex images without the paint
blending with your underlying work. The
texture of the underlying paint will still
show through, as if it were dry on your
canvas. ArtRage also provides full support
for all 23 Photoshop layer blend modes.
PSD Support: Import and export PSD files,
with their layers intact.
Custom Colours: Load and save custom
colour set and colour pickers to fine tune
your colour work.
Crop & Resize: Crop and resize your
paintings during work.
Simple, Intuitive Interface: The ArtRage
interface is easy to understand and doesn’t
get in the way of your work. In fact, it
even gets out of the way while you’re
painting...
Customizable Canvases: Change the
grain, colour, and even metallic nature of
your canvas at any time during your work.
Canvas Positioning: Move, Scale, and
Rotate the canvas to your preferred angle.
Tablet Support: ArtRage uses your tablet’s
pressure and tilt support where available.
Tool Cursors: Every tool has a cursor that
tells you exactly how big the tool head is,
to make it easier to see what’s going to be
applied.
Multi-Monitor Support: ArtRage supports
multi-monitor systems.
It appears that every effort has been made to
make the painting and drawing as realistically as
possible - even down to providing a water glass
to clean your brush in!
Paints blend predictably or not at all, your choice.
Textures, blending and smudging all appear
extremely accurate.
As I mentioned earlier, there is a Full version
which sells for $19.95. It unlocks several features
such as the Metallic Paint option; with this feature
enabled you can paint with gold and silver oil

paints, sparkling glitter, silver leaf sprays and
more. Tools can be switched to Metallic mode for a
range of effects.

Checking with the forums to see what users were
saying about the product, a common
topic was how, after using the free version of
ArtRage, they bought the full version and never
looked back. After playing with the free edition, I
can see why. ArtRage 2, is a terrific program and
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NOTE from Judy: I thought I’d ask if we
could have a discount for this program and
Ambient was gracious enough to offer UG
members a 15% discount ($19.95 MSRP) on
the program for either Windows or Mac
OSX. The code is valid until July 20th.
The code is: 0B6D7A19D
When a potential customer uses the online
store
(http://store.kagi.com/cgi-bin/store.cgi?
storeID=6FCJJ_LIVE&&), they enter the
platform they'd like to purchase ArtRage for
(Windows or Mac OSX) and when they view
their cart to enter payment details, there is a
Coupon/Promotional Code entry box in
which that coupon ID can be entered.

worth the money. ArtRage 2 is rare combination of
a program that can do high quality work and yet
make the computer fun again!
Windows: Windows XP, 2k, or Tablet PC. 800
MHz processor or faster and 256 megabytes of
RAM.
Macintosh: Macintosh OS X 10.3.9 or later. G4
processor or faster and 256 megabytes of RAM.
ArtRage for OS X is a universal binary.
Ambient Design, http://www.ambientdesign.com/
ArtRage 2 at Ambient Design, http://
www.ambientdesign.com/artrage.html
ArtRage 2 Quick Start Guide, http://
www2.ambientdesign.com/files/quickstart.zip

This article has been provided to APCUG by the
author solely for publication by APCUG member
groups. All other uses require the permission of the
author (see e-mail address above).
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