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MEETING LOCATIONS
East Hartford Public Library
Main & Central Avenue
in the Lion’s Room(downstairs)
Wethersfield Public Library
500 Silas Deane Hwy.,
Wethersfield, CT

From The Editor
by Pat Teevan

It looks like we finally got our email address
corrected with APCUG and we got the newsletter
article distribution just after the Pulp went out
last month. Better still, we’re still getting mail
from them, so they must have also received our
membership renewal.
There were lots of Vista related articles in this
batch, but none of them seem to be glowing
reviews of Microsoft’s latest offering. Perhaps
people are taking a “wait and see” approach, or
they're just not rushing to upgrade.

This is a real change in attitude from the past. I’ve
always been the Mac guy in the office and heard
all the usual stuff:
“they’re nice, but they’re too expensive”
“I’d think about it but I really need to be able to
run ________” Fill the blank with MS Office,
latest hot Windows game, etc.
I think that my cohorts have finally had their fill of
viruses, spyware, and the general hassle of caring
for a Windows PC. Either that or it’s starting to hit
them that when they ask me what antivirus/
antispyware programs I use I keep saying “none I’ve got a Mac”

I’ve noticed that I get a lot more questions about
owning and using a Mac lately and even had one
person call me and ask if he should “upgrade to
vista or get a Mac”?
I work in a place that uses Intel-based PCs
running Windows XP and the vast majority of my
coworkers have Windows machines at home.
Recently there have been some “switchers, either
themselves or for their (usually college-bound)
children. Others have told me they’re “thinking
about getting a Mac” or that their “next machine”
will be a Mac.

I’ll let you know in a future column if the switches
actually continue to happen and I’ll soon be able to
give you my own opinion on Vista. I’ll be testing it
in the near future – at work. At home, I’m still a
Mac guy.
‘Til next month…
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A Lit t le C om p u t er Qu iz
by Stuart Rabinowitz

April Quiz

March Quiz Answers

The trivia and minutiae of the computer related
world. The answers will appear next month or you
can submit an answer sheet at the General Meeting. Good Luck.

A The tavern was located in Sunnyvale, CA

2 In 1983-84 a company called Intertec released
the 'Headstart VPU' computer. It had 1 MB of
RAM for its Z-80 and 8080 processors and ran
CP/M and DOS 2.1. Who did the company use
a one of its spokespeople?
3 Who are Fran Bilas, Betty Jennings, Ruth
Lichterman, Kay McNulty, Betty Snyder, and
Marlyn Wescoff.

3 What was the coin-operated video game
played?
A The prototype was "PONG" by Atari
4 In 1975 the Sears Xmas catalog contained an ad
for a new video game, what game?
A It was the "SuperPONG" console.

4 Betty Snyder (later known as Betty Holberton)
went on to win the Augusta Ada Lovelace
Award, why?

6 In addition to being one of the early Atari
games, 'Asteroids' had another distinction as a
computer game first. What was that first?

A Andy Capp's Tavern was where the first coinoperated video game was played in 1972.
2 In what town was it located?

1 Who smashed a watermelon onto a group of
IBM exes at the fall '93 COMDEX?

5 One of the most popular game consoles of all
time is the Atari 2600, how much RAM did it
come with and what was the original price?

1 Where was the first prototype of a coinoperated video game played?

5 What was the advertised price?
A $98.95 and they sold 100,000
6 In 1980 Nintendo released "Donkey Kong", it
was designed by a young "staff artist"
named____?
A Shigera Miyamoto, who got the assignment
because he was the only one available.

Page 3

THE PULP	


APRIL 2007

V i s t a Ve x e s – F e b r u a r y
The Windows Vista Pains’n’Gains Page
By Jan Fagerholm,
Assistant Editor, PC Community, Hayward, California
http://www.pcc.org

jan-f(at)pacbell.net

Obtained #om APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

By the time you read this, Vista will be retail.
While the final version was released midNovember last year, it’s not scheduled to show up
as a boxed retail product until January 31st.

security reasons. Both Symantec and McAfee have
beta versions of potential Vista-compatible
products available. You decide if you want to trust
your antivirus protection to a beta. . .

Vista has many new features, and not just the
interface (GUI).
Microsoft’s new
restrictions on kernel
access creates problems
for many applications.
While this was done to
reduce security
vulnerabilities, it
produces incompatibilities in many common
applications. Here’s a few I’ve had trouble with:

There are alternatives, though. Several smaller
companies in that market have released Vista
compatible versions of their products. I’ve had
success with AVG and Avast! on Vista, and am
using these. Windows Defender works OK for antispyware and anti-phishing, though the default
notification settings are intrusive, and it requires
too much micro management to get the in-yourface warnings down to a reasonable level. The
excellent Ad-Aware SE Pro works fine on Vista,
and I’m presently using that.

* McAfee Internet Security Suite
* McAfee VirusScan Enterprise
* Norton Internet Security Suite
* Symantec AntiVirus Enterprise
* Cyberlink PowerDVD 7
* ABBYY FineReader 8.0
* Microsoft Visual Studio 2005
* Google Earth (any version)
* Partition Magic 8
* PerfectDisk 8
* Roxio Easy Media Creator Suite 9

Many of the applications I’ve had trouble with are
utilities: backup programs, disk partitioners, and
the like. This is to be expected, as utilities
generally run much closer to the metal, so to speak,
and are more sensitive to the architectural changes
in Vista. I’m looking for updates or replacements
for about a dozen utilities I use for system-level
maintenance and recovery. Anything that is written
to a particular version of the Microsoft Foundation
Class (MFC) seems to have a problem. If you’ve
ever had anything that complains about
MFC422.DLL, you know what I’m referring to.

And many more lesser known programs. Anything
that uses kernel space is going to have a problem.
McAfee has been particularly vociferous about
Windows insecurity and is having a semi-public
fight with Microsoft right now to try and get
information from Microsoft about kernel space in
Vista, which Microsoft is reluctant to release for

Vista uses DirectX 9 to get the Aero interface, so
any application that uses DirectX will turn off Aero
with a brief black screen then revert to the
Windows Vista Basic theme (no transparency)
before continuing. When you quit the application,
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it goes black screen again, then restores the Aero
interface. This might not be so objectionable, if it
were only games that did this, but virtually every
video player (including Windows Media Player 11)
does this with codecs that use DirectX to display
video.
Even some non-multimedia applications do this. I
like to have Visual Thesaurus 3.0 running while
I’m writing. It uses DirectX to produce a graphical
display of word relationships, so of course it shuts
off Aero while it’s running. This demonstrates
what continues to be a flaw in the Windows
architecture; it is still not multi- threaded, so there
are many resources it cannot share.

choose one or two additional clocks and set the
desired time zones. Then, when you display the
clock, it will show the system time and the
additional time zones that you specified. The Tool
Tip also displays the additional times when you
move the mouse cursor over the clock. (See
below.) Also, the taskbar clock comes up with a
single click now, as it does in Linux.
Vista is still a bit raw. Looking at vendors Web
sites, they are not rushing into Vista versions of
their software, particularly device drivers for
hardware. Vista will be pain along with gain for the
next few months.
This article has been provided to APCUG by the author

This all sounds doom and gloom, but at least there solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
other uses require the permission of the author (see eare some nice enhancements to compensate. I’m
mail address above).
particularly fond of the new taskbar clock, which
has the ability to show three time zones
simultaneously. Bring up the taskbar clock and
click on the “Change date and times settings” link.
There is a “Additional Clocks” tab, where you may

Left: The Vista Clock/Calendar
Right: the Taskbar showing the tooltip for the clock with two time zones.
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V i s t a Ve x e s – M a r c h
The Windows Vista Pains’n’Gains Page
By Jan Fagerholm,
Assistant Editor, PC Community, Hayward, California
http://www.pcc.org

jan-f(at)pacbell.net

Obtained #om APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Applications compatibility is still slow coming in
Vista. Since Vista came out, Microsoft has released
one update aimed at improving applications
compatibility (KB929427). While it is not
unreasonable to expect vendors to update their
applications, Microsoft has not been forthcoming
with information that vendors need. Both
Symantec and McAfee (70% of the anti-virus
market) are at open war with Microsoft over the
lack of kernel information on Vista. Microsoft says
this is for “security reasons”. This reasoning seems
specious in view of That Other Operating System
(Linux), which is Open Source. Anyone can
download the kernel source code and study how it
works, and Linux has far better security than
Windows for just that reason. Everybody knows
how it works; they also know just how to prevent
intrusion.

Vista logo in the standard mode and in
transparent mode.
So, compatibility for lots of applications has been
slow coming. The Big Kahuna application vendor,
Adobe, is an example. While CS2 installs and runs

on Vista, they have released about 300 MB worth
of patches to address “compatibility issues” in
Vista. These range from visual anomalies to
outright crashes. If reliability is foremost, you may
be stuck in Windows XP for several months. Don’t
give up that dual-boot configuration just yet. . .
ReadyBoost is a new feature of Vista that lets you
use a USB flash drive as part of system memory,
improving what Microsoft characterizes as “system
responsiveness”. It serves as storage for the system
cache that gets paged to the hard drive in a low
RAM machine. Computers with less than 1 GB of
RAM benefit most from ReadyBoost; Vista moves
a lot of the system cache to the flash drive, where it
is accessed much faster than if it were paged to the
hard drive.
I tested ReadyBoost by reducing the RAM on my
Vista machine to 512 MB and running Vista over
several sessions to get a feel of the system’s
responsiveness, then adding a SanDisk Cruzer 2
GB ReadyBoost-capable flash drive to see the
difference. Leaving the flash drive in the computer
during startup actually lengthened boot times.
(Same thing happens if you add RAM: Windows
simply spends more time filling the added RAM
with more system components.) The speed
difference shows up while you are running
applications. Vista caches system and application
pieces in memory, but lacking memory, it will
simply page these off to the hard drive, which is
the slowest component in the computer. When it
can page these pieces to the flash drive instead,
system response improves markedly. If you do
Concludes on page 10…
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Vista Alternatives – Part II
By Brian K. Lewis, Ph.D., a member of the Sarasota PCUG, Florida
www.spcug.org
bwsail at yahoo dot com
Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Editor’s Note - “Vista Alternatives – Part I” was
not in the materials I received, but you can read it
at the Sarasota PCUG site here.: http://
www.spcug.org/reviews/bl0702.htm
This article is being written in the Linux version of
Open Office 2.0 on a computer that uses Ubuntu as
the operating system (OS). Since this system is
now networked with my Windows XP computers,
both desktop and laptop, I can easily transfer files
between the computers. I am also able to print
from this Linux computer to my laser printer over
the Windows network. So what did I have to do to
accomplish this?

The first thing I had to do was to install a copy of
Samba on this Linux computer. Ubuntu has an
Add/Remove graphic interface for the Synaptic
Package Manager. This has a one-click download
install for new applications. The Samba package
that was installed had a GsambaD graphic front
end. This turned out to be very frustrating as it
insisted I had to be logged in as Root to run the
application. Now with most Linux versions this
would be a simple change of user. Root is usually
the designated Administrator and is the only user
allowed to alter system files and add/remove
software. There is also a user that has fewer
privileges. (Sounds somewhat like Vista doesn't
it?) However, in Ubuntu, the user is also the
administrator. To carry out any functions that
require administrator privilege, the OS asks for the

password. The idea being that only one password is
required for the user to remember. Anyway, the
GsambaD software refused to acknowledge that I
was the administrator and didn't ask for a
password, it simply shut down after presenting me
with the error message.
The next step was to manually edit the samba
configuration file. I did have to do some searching
through the Ubuntu on-line forum in order to find
some help on the lines I needed to edit. It also
required some facility with the command line
mode (terminal) in Ubuntu. Obviously, if you are
not comfortable making these types of changes,
this OS is not for you. Until Ubuntu is able to
install peripherals and local networking functions
as easily as does Windows, it will not attract a truly
large following.
So after making the configuration changes and rebooting the system, I went to the Places-Connect to
Server menu. Immediately on clicking on that line,
an icon was placed on the desktop and a window
opened up showing the shared folders on my
WinXP computer. I had no problem pulling up data
files or PDF files and reading them. On my
Windows computer I also found a new icon in the
“My Network Places” folder. This was the icon for
the Ubuntu computer. Here I was also able to read
the folders and located data files that could be
opened on the Windows computer. So the file
sharing was successful.
My next complication was to setup a network
printer. This had not worked in any of my previous
attempts. Now that I was definitely connected to
the Windows network I tried again. Going to
System – Administration – Printing brought up a
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window with an Add Printer icon. This time by
following the instructions in each window I was
able to install my networked laser printer. When I
indicated that I wanted install a networked printer
there were a series of windows to go through. I had
to change the designation from a CUPS printer to a
Windows (SMB) printer. Then using the dropdown list I was able to select the name of the
Windows computer. The next line also had a drop
down list and I was able to select the name of the
laser printer. The list did show both of the
networked printers. The most difficult part of the
printer install was locating the device driver file.
First I had to select the manufacturer and the
printer model. Then I was asked to locate the PPD
driver file. I had to go back to the file management
search function to find the folder where the driver
files are located. Search is located at the bottom of
the Places menu. The folder turned out to be at the
end of this path: File system-usr - share – ppd. Yes,
the folders in Linux have names that are not
always straightforward. It takes some getting used
to the differences. Once that was done, the last
window asked for a description and a location. For
the location I typed in the name of the Windows
computer. Once back at the Add Printer window
the laser printer icon appeared. Then I rightclicked, opened Properties and did a test print. The
test print came through much faster than it did
when I had tried printing from Windows Vista. So
at least I had one printer that I could use with the
Ubuntu OS.

Linspire was listed as the first application in the
list. Pressing return selected this item and Linspire
loaded. So now I had a dual boot system with
Linspire and Ubuntu.
One of the first things I accomplished in Linspire
was installing the network printer. Linspire
automatically installed Samba so I didn't have that
to do. In the graphic printer installation I was able
to select a network printer as the type. Next I
provided the network name; the server name and
the application found my networked printers. After
that it was simply a process of letting the installer
find and install the printer driver and run a test
print. I still don't have my inkjet connected to
either Linspire or Ubuntu. That will be another
project.

Finally, I checked on the networking ability of
Linspire. It found my Windows XP computer with
no problems. Then I had to figure out how to list
the Windows folders I wanted to show in the
Linspire file manager. Every time I tried to bring
up the Windows “My Document” folder, it would
appear to be empty. Since I knew that wasn't
correct I went back into the Linspire Network
Share Manager and tried to figure out the problem.
When I would put in the folder name I would get a
bad share name error. So then I made the entire
Windows C drive shareable. That worked but I still
couldn't get any files or folders listed under my
user name. I tried using the Windows user name
and password but that didn't work either. Finally I
used the Admin user name and password and that
The next thing I wanted to test was using a dual
worked! Now I can browse all of the folders and
boot setup. I had Windows Vista installed on this
files in the Windows “My Documents” folder. The
computer but the changes to the boot menu to
Linspire “My Documents” folder also shows in the
allow a choice of booting Vista didn't work. So I
tried another tactic. I installed the latest version of “My Network Places” on the Windows computer.
Linspire. After its installation I rebooted the system So, I can now move files and folders either
direction on my local network. The final network
and ended up back in Ubuntu. So after using the
setup was to connect my laptop to the wireless
Linspire CD to force the boot from the Linspire
partition I printed out the Linspire loader file. Then network and see if it was visible in Linspire. The
I used that information to edit the Ubuntu loader. I laptop immediately found the Linspire computer
added five lines of code that I had copied from the and I was able to transfer a number of files with no
Linspire loader file. After saving the file I rebooted
the computer and brought up the boot menu.
Continues on next page…
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difficulty. However, I did have to first provide the
Administrator name and password.

Picasa in the Click-n-Run (CNR) warehouse. So
that was a single click to have it downloaded and
installed on the hard drive. In Ubuntu I had to go to
After playing with Linspire for a time I went back the Picasa web site and find the download page and
to Ubuntu. Most Linux distributions don't come
select a Debian version. Once it was downloaded I
with any anti-virus software. Both Linspire and
double-clicked it and Gdebi installed it just as had
Ubuntu do include a built-in firewall. So I wanted been the Avast. In both OS's I found that Picasa
to add an anti-virus. Since my Windows anti-virus worked just as cleanly as it did under Windows.
of choice is Avast I checked their web page first.
Incidently, both Linux OS’s identified and installed
They do have a Linux version of their free home
my USB card reader as soon as I plugged it into a
edition and it was a Debian package. Both Linspire USB port. That will make downloading photos
and Ubuntu are Debian based versions of Linux.
from my camera as easy as it is in Windows.
This, again, is one of my preferences as I find it
easier to obtain and install software packages
So why have I spent so much time playing with
based on Debian. So I downloaded the Debian
these Linux systems? It is mainly because I see
version of Avast. Clicking the install package
them as viable competition for Windows. Granted
Ubuntu brought up a menu asking if I wanted to
there is a learning curve to getting these systems
install the package using “Gdebi Package Installer” running on a computer. But that is true whenever
and I clicked on OK. The installation took no time you install any new software application. However
at all, but I couldn't find Avast on any of the
I believe that Linspire and Ubuntu have come a
menus. So I went to the Avast forum on the web
long way toward meeting the needs of Windows
and looked through some of the Linux questions.
users. There is a wide variety of software available
Not surprisingly there were a number of questions for these Debian versions of Linux and the
related to installation on Ubuntu systems. I found a download-install functions have been quite
command line entry fairly quickly. So I copied it
simplified. In some respects adding software to
and pasted it into a Terminal window. That put an
either Linspire or Ubuntu is simpler that installing
Avast icon in the Applications – Accessories menu. software under Windows. It is only in rare
The next problem was when I clicked the icon it
instances that you have to reboot your Linux
immediately asked me for a license key. I had
system after installing a new application. The
found a comment in the forum that you could use a graphic interface of both of these Linux versions
Windows Avast key for the Linux installation.
has improved to the point that most Windows users
Since I had a license key that I obtained for Vista
would have no difficulty in making the transition.
that I was no longer using, I typed it in, pressed
The major problem is finding drivers for
Enter and Avast came up in the graphic interface.
peripherals. I think this is a real stumbling block
With one click I did an update on the virus
for some users who might like to change from
database. Then with another I started a full system Windows. Because of this problem I can't
scan. So Avast is now protecting my Ubuntu
recommend either OS for novice users, only for
installation.
those willing to do some web searching when they
can't find drivers for their printers, scanners or
There was another application that I wanted to
other devices directly through the OS software.
install on the Linux systems. This is Picasa, a
photo editing and organizing application. It is
I do have several remaining questions on my use of
produced by Google and is another example of
Linspire and Ubuntu. The first is solving my
quality freeware. I use it for downloads from my
problem with a driver for my Canon printer,
digital camera, for photo editing and for e-mailing possibly replacing it. The second is seeing if some
photos. Picasa automatically compresses photos
Concludes on page 10…
for e-mailing. For Linspire I was able to find
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something like load Adobe Photoshop, Adobe
InDesign, and CorelDRAW, and switch between
the applications, there is a definite improvement in
system response. Crude stopwatch testing on my
part suggest 25% - 50% improvements whenever
Vista works the cache. Even Flight Simulator X
was faster, with less delay between scenery
changes while in flight. Noted from other sources,
performance improvements are best in machines
with the RAM configured single-channel and
barely noticeable in machines that have paired
modules running in dual-channel mode.

ReadyBoost in Vista; the Microsoft version of
Catch-22. Stay tuned for more misadventures.
This article has been provided to APCUG by the author
solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
other uses require the permission of the author (see email address above).

Vista Alternatives…
Conclusion
of my Windows software can be run on either
system. There are several applications that allow
Windows software to be run under a Linux OS.
One is called WINE and the other is CrossOver
Linux sold by CodeWeavers
(www.codeweavers.com). WINE is a free
application (winehq.org) and CrossOver Linux
sells for either $39.95 or $69.95. So in the next few
months I will continue my adventures with both
Linspire and Ubuntu. You will see an occasional
Linux article whenever I come across something
that I think might be of interest to Windows users
looking for alternatives. As for me, I intend to
gradually transition all of my rk to Linux.
Dr. Lewis is a former university & medical school
professor. He has been working with personal
computers for more than thirty years. He can be
reached via e-mail: bwsail at yahoo dot com.

Note that the flash drive must be ReadyBoost
capable. It must meet minimum speed tests before
Vista will use it. Every other flash drive I own fails
this test. When you go to the store, make sure the
package says the flash drive is ReadyBoost
capable. A side benefit of ReadyBoost is that if
you don’t want the flash drive for ReadyBoost, you
can get an ordinary 2 GB drive for as low as $14.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author
solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
other uses require the permission of the author (see email address above).

So, this month, I found out how much faster I can’t
run my incompatible applications using
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