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November 21st General Meeting:

HUGE’s 25th Birthday!!
Meet Richard Johnston,
1st president of HUGE
also
80’s memorabilia, apple ][ and //c
East Hartford Public Library
Main St. & Central Ave., East Hartford, CT.

Q&A Session:
6PM–7:15PM
Meeting starts at: 7:15PM
Contents

Huge This Month:
November 21 General Meeting See above; 7:15 P.M.
December 10: Deadline for ALL Articles. Please upload articles to
editors@huge.org, or give them to the Pulp Editor
December 19: General Meeting Starts at 7:15 P.M.
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The PULP is published monthly by and for members of the Hartford User Group
Exchange, Inc. (HUGE). HUGE is a nonprofit organization whose aim is to provide an exchange of information between users of personal computers. The PULP is
not in any way affiliated with any computer manufacturer or software company.
Original, uncopyrighted articles appearing in the PULP may be reproduced without
prior permission by other nonprofit groups. Please give credit to the author and the
PULP, and send a copy to HUGE. The opinions and views herein are those of the
authors and not necessarily those of HUGE. Damages caused by use or abuse of
information appearing in the PULP are the sole responsibility of the user of the information. We reserve the right to edit or reject any articles submitted for publication in the PULP. Trademarks used in this publication belong to the respective owners of those trademarks.

MEETING LOCATIONS
East Hartford Public Library
Main & Central Avenue
in the Lion’s Room(downstairs)
Wethersfield Public Library
500 Silas Deane Hwy.,
Wethersfield, CT

From The President
by George Carbone!

Happy 25th Birthday HUGE!
In November of 1981, on a cool evening, HUGE
was born. Richard Johnston was sitting on a
table picking up the pieces from a group that did
seem to be really organized.
That is how it started at Computer City in the
Sears Mall Plaza West Hartford, CT.
At the time, personal computers were really new
and many of the people wanted to know the new
words: RAM, ROM, Applesoft, slots, tape for
storage. Yes, this was an exciting time.
How did the computer companies react to this
growing following. Apple IMHO was the best.
They started the Apple User Group Connection.
They sent flyers, set up a database, and a list of
vendors that would actually travel to a meeting
and talk about their wares.
HUGE did get some really big vendors to visit,
Apple included. I think the one I really enjoyed
was Bill Holt from Brøderbund software.

In 1986, HUGE was at it largest size of over 450
member families. HUGE really did not promote
having everyone have a membership. HUGE
promoted the family plan. The cost was $12.00
per year per family. There were discount programs
that all could take part in.
Today HUGE has 45 member families. So many
people have computers that they are just another
appliance around the house. In 1981 maybe 1 in
10 had one and now it is almost 1 in 2 have them.
1 in 2! Just look around and see the computers. By
the way, all these new cell phone are computers.
How is that? Look at the services that are offered
now. Phone calls are just one, Data from online
search, movies on demand, music downloads, text
messages. What will be next...?
See you at the meeting
George Carbonell

PS I’m going back to school in January to finish
my degree program. Many thanks to Stu for
jumping in and filling the void.!
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A Lit t le C om p u t er Qu iz
by Stuart Rabinowitz

November Quiz

APCUG Discount Offer

The trivia and minutiae of the computer related
world. The answers will appear next month or you
can submit an answer sheet at the General Meeting. Good Luck.
Yes, I know that this is a significant
anniversary for Huge, but I did that quiz
already in November, 2001. So here we go--

1 Who was the initial lead designer of the
Macintosh computer at Apple?
2 When did he join Apple and what was his
employee number?
3 What was the first computer magazine?
4 In what year did it begin publication?
5 Who was the publisher?
6 What company developed the first high speed
printer?

Answers to last month’s quiz appear on the next
page…
-Ed.

You are receiving this discount offer as a benefit
of your user group being a member of APCUG.
Please forward the information on to your
members as a benefit of them belonging to your
group. APCUG does not endorse any company
offering discounts, but makes these offers
available as a service to our members.
Until November 28th, use coupon code 2EZ8F
when checking out and get Laplink Everywhere or
PDAsync for 50% off the regular price!
Laplink Everywhere remote access and control
software lets you safely and securely use
applications, files and network resources, or view
and update your Outlook e-mail, contacts,
calendar and tasks from anywhere - just as if you
were sitting right in front of your own PC. Various
plans start at $8.95/month. http://
www.laplink.com/lle/
PDAsync makes synchronizing your PC and
mobile devices fast and easy! If you’re running
Outlook, Lotus Notes or ACT! on your Palm or
Pocket PC, let powerful and reliable PDAsync
keep your contacts, calendar, tasks, emails, and
notes information current. Physical version
regularly $59.95 / download version regularly
$49.95.
http://www.laplink.com/pdasync/
Judy Taylour, Chair
Benefits / Services
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October Quiz Answers

g --- Bell & Howell
f --- Atari Portfolio

e --- Apple Lisa.
aa --- NorthStar Horizon

n --- Exidy Sorcerer Dynasty smart-ALEC
z --- IMSAI 8080

(Images from; Vintage-Computer.com &
Oldcomputers.net)
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Tech News
By Sue Crane, Editor, Big Bear Computer Club
http://www.bigbearcc.org
scrane5(at)socal.rr.com

Amazon Reveals Windows Vista Pricing
http://www.pcmag.com/
article2/0,1895,2010150,00.asp
Preorder prices posted on the Amazon.com
Website, Windows Vista Home Basic will retail
for $199, while an upgrade to this version will
cost $99.95, with $89.95 for an additional
upgrade license. Vista Home Premium is priced
on Amazon.com at $239, with an upgrade costing
$159 and an additional upgrade license for
$143.00, while Vista Business costs $299 retail,
$199 for an upgrade and $179 for an extra
upgrade license.
New Skype Phone Doesn’t Need PC
http://www.pcmag.com/
article2/0,1895,2010681,00.asp
Skype announced a new cordless phone on
Thursday that sends and receives Skype calls just
like a landline, but without the need for a
computer. The new Philips VOIP841 plugs into a
standard RJ-11 home phone jack, as well as into
an RJ-45 broadband connection jack. It can send
and receive Skype calls as well as calls from a
regular home phone number, but you do have to
have a broadband connection.
IRS Sets Refund for Individuals from Phone
Tax
http://www.eweek.com/
article2/0,1895,2011151,00.asp?
kc=EWNAVEMNL090106EOAD
Long-distance telephone customers can receive
refunds of between $30 and $60 on their 2006
taxes to reimburse them for a now defunct
telephone tax, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service
said recently. The U.S. Treasury Department in

May announced it would end its legal fight to
keep a 3 percent federal excise tax on longdistance telephone service that dates back to 1898,
when a luxury tax on wealthy Americans who
owned telephones was imposed to help finance the
Spanish-American war.
Light Bulbs Going Organic
http://articles.techrepublic.com.com/
2100-22_11-6111872.html?tag=nl.e019
The Ewing, N.J., company--along with General
Electric, Osram Opto Semiconductors and
others--is tinkering with the idea of transforming
organic light-emitting diodes, thin sheets of
plastic that emit light, into a source of room
lighting. Pioneer and Samsung Electronics already
use OLEDs for screens on consumer electronics
products. By increasing the size of the sheets and
the brightness, researchers think the material
could become an energy-efficient substitute for
the incandescent light bulb.
Flying-car
http://news.com.com/Flying-car+firm+relea ses
+simulator%2C+takes+deposits/
2100-1008_3-6112862.html?tag=nl.e703
The Transition, a plane that can also be driven as a
car, won’t come out for a few years, but you can
try a flight simulator now and put a deposit on a
future plane too. Terrafugia, a “roadable aircraft”
developer that emerged out of MIT, has devised a
flight simulator for its aircraft (which can be
downloaded here). The application runs on top of
the X-Plane simulator for Laminar Research.
Potential buyers can also now plunk down

Continues on next page…

Page 5

THE PULP	


NOVEMBER 2006

$7,400, or 5 percent of the anticipated $148,000
purchase price, for a deposit on a Transition. The
planes will come out in late 2009. A fully
operational prototype is expected to come out in
2008.

machines at well-trafficked locations such as
airports and department stores. Under the plan, the
machines will stock nearly 12 phones and 18
accessories.
Gas from manure.
http://news.com.com/Gas+from+manure+ Big
+plant+to+open/2100-1008-6119213. html?
part=dht&tag=nl.e433

Cars with Depth Perception
. http://articles.techrepublic.com.com/
2100-22_11-6117385. html?tag=nl.e019
Honda believes Canesta’s chips could help drivers
know how close they are to other parked cars,
pedestrians, and get other similar, useful
information. Automakers are also examining
ultrasonics (sound waves) or stereoscopic
technologies to give drivers better information
about their surroundings.
Fly planes in a 360-degree Virtual Universe.
http://news.com.com/1606-2_3-6118278.html?
tag=nl.e703
Take a tour of the Future Flight Central at NASA
Ames Research Center in California.

Homemade Car Gets 105 mpg.
http://news.com.com/
2061-11200_3-6118875.html?tag=nl.e703
Inventor Jory Squibb combines environmentally
friendly products and do-it-yourself- gadgetry
with the “Moonbeam,” a DIY car that he claims
can get up to 105 miles per gallon. The project
took about $2,500--and 1,000 hours--to complete.
Check out the step-by-step instructions on his
Web site: http://mysite.verizon.net/vze6omtd/
jorysquibb/id1.html

Motorola Sells Phones and Accessories in
Vending Machines.
http://www.chicagotribune.com/technology/
chi-0609210048sep21,1,939120.

Microgy plans to start operating its first two
thermophilic digesters--large, heated vats in
which microbes turn large quantities of manure
into fuel.

Post-9/11 Anti-terror Technology: A report
card by Declan McCullagh , Staff Writer,
CNET News.comt http://
articles.techrepublic.com.com/
2100-1009_11-6113064.html?tag=nl.e019
A CNN writer examines five useful ways of
improving security--and five that should raise
eyebrows!
In need of support:
1. Going wireless
2. Better search technology
3. Inspecting cargo containers
4. Smarter translation software
5. Faster chemical detection.
Raising privacy concerns:
1. Omnipresent cameras
2. Registered traveler
3. Backscatter X-ray (privacy advocates
say it can show body contours that are so
exact it amounts to a “virtual strip
search.”)
4. “Brain fingerprinting”
5. DNA dragnets.

Motorola has begun selling phones and
accessories through “Instantmoto” vending

Concludes on page 7…
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Canon to recall copiers that can catch fire.
Japan’s Canon will recall more than
140,000 personal copiers made in Japan between
1987 and 1997 due to a faulty connection
involving the power cord. http://driveragent.com/
pcworld.php?PHPSE
SSID=9241043d076111e037e92e9e1fbab1e8

Google Book Search home page before they
activate their search. Once they have chosen a
book from the results page, a download button is
clearly visible on the top-right corner of the page.
Just be sure it doesn’t cost you more to print the
book than it would to purchase it! http://
news.com.com/Google+These+books+are+free/
2100-1032_3-6110950.html?tag=nl.e703

FREE Driver Update for PC Magazine
Members.
Are your computer’s drivers up to date? Stop
wondering and get a free computer scan for
instant driver updates. Instant Access to 94,081
Device Driver Updates: http://
articles.techrepublic.com. com/
2100-10878_11-6114592.html?tag=nl.e019

There is no restriction against any non-profit group
using this article as long as it is kept in context with
proper credit given the author. The Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal Computer
User Groups (APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member, brings this article to
you.

Windows Vista RC1 Now Downloadable By
Anyone
. First, it went to a select group of technical beta
testers. Then to those who had tested Beta 2. As of
September 14, however, Windows Vista Release
Candidate (RC) 1 is now available to anyone
interested in testing the product. http://
www.microsoft.com/windowsvista/getready/
preview.mspx

Free Music Downloads.
SpiralFrog, a new music download service, said it
will make Vivendi’s Universal Music Group’s
catalog available for free legal downloading in the
United States and Canada. SpiralFrog’s business
model is based on sharing income from
advertising with content partners like Universal.
http://www.pcmag.com/
article2/0,1895,2009739,00.asp

Free PDF Books From Google.
Google Book Search now offers PDF files of
scanned books that can be downloaded and
printed for free. Readers can find the books by
choosing the “Full view books” option on the
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Microsoft Windows Vista
By Mike Moore, President, Bowling Green Area Microcomputer User Group, KY
Webstar(at)hughes.net
http://www.bgamug.org/

In many respects, Microsoft’s dominance in the
areas of Internet Browsers, Office Suites and of
course Operating Systems is puzzling, at least in the
past few years. Open Source software such as the
free OpenOffice.org suite has come into its own and
the latest Apple MacIntosh™ computers are brought
to market with an operating system featuring ironclad Unix underpinnings and a cheeky marketing
campaign designed to turn PC users away from
Windows.

for application developers, transparent window
effects, animations and file previews that all told
will knock your socks off. See some of the previews
of this interface at http://www.microsoft.com/
windowsvista/ .

And yet, due to the sheer number of PCs out there
with Microsoft branding, Windows still commands a
staggering market share, in spite of no major
upgrades to either Internet Explorer or WindowsXP
in 3 and 5 years, respectively.

Security
Microsoft has completely turned internet security on
its head in the new Vista vision, choosing to de-fault
a normal windows user to a limited access, virusarmored profile, as opposed to the current de-fault
of a normal user having unlimited rights to the file
system. Users that require more permissions on their
accounts will have to make conscious and hopefully
well-informed efforts to undo the protection Vista
has built in to each account.

Microsoft’s answer to the rapidly changing personal
computing scene has been a complete rethinking of
Windows from the ground up.
Vista, a new operating system due out around
January of 2007 and now in beta testing around the
world, seeks to redesign the way we use computers,
particularly internet and media-enabled computers.
Previously code named “Longhorn,” this release is
about as far removed from XP as XP was from the
old text-based DOS operating systems.
Although Microsoft is still hard at work finalizing
the features of this blockbuster operating system,
you can look forward to these new features, which
will in most cases require a pretty beefy computer
for support:

Aero
Aero is the name given to a new and visually
stunning 3-D like graphical interface, which is
currently known as the Desktop and Windows
Explorer. In Vista, Microsoft introduces the Desktop
Window Manager that will feature new technologies

The full set of Aero features will be available on
computers that support DirectX 9.0 and beefy video
cards, so prepare to upgrade (and prepare to donate
your existing computer to Gene Iglehart!)

Quick Search
Windows 2000 and XP relied on indexed search
techniques that were effective to a point, at a cost of
much hard drive overhead and a key-word based
search methodology. Vista takes this a quantum step
farther and looks for both file content and something
called meta-data, which will increase the relevancy
of our searches for information on our machines,
and will also help integrate local hard drive searches
with internet searching.
For example, file name searches are often useless
when looking in a directory of photographic image
files where the digital camera has named them with
non-descriptive serial-number like file names.
Imagine describing a photograph to your computer
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and having it go out and look for, say, a photo with a
white church steeple, or a recorded song file that
sounds like a tune you hum into a microphone. With
Vista and other search engine companies like
Google, we are poised at the brink of an explosion
in searchability – a good thing considering all of the
information that is out there!
WinFX
WinFX is an applications interface that supersedes
the Win32 standard introduced in 1 993. An
Applications Programming Interface (API) is a set
of standards and library routines that serve to
control Windows – everything from the way
applications are installed to all of the various
standard ways in which a program can manipulate a
window. The API is the way that many thousands of
programs, hardware drivers and video games are
able to communicate with Windows without
Microsoft having to license the Windows operating
secrets to each vendor. If you think of each way in
which a particular windows feature can be
controlled as being closed black box, the API
standards are the knobs, buttons and dials on that
box. WinFX means that developers with designs for
software that is to run under Vista ought to be ready

to study hard, because WinFX changes everything.
The new API also means that we are bidding
goodbye to our beloved DOS command line pretty
much for good, running Vista.
As different as WinFX is, it should be thought of as
a superset of Win32, which means that we won’t
necessarily have to buy all new software, at least not
right away.
WindowsXP is my favorite operating system to date,
and I predict that Microsoft will have to float some
pretty good deals, and computer vendors will need
to price sharply to get mainstream users to upgrade.
Computer experimenters, those individuals that get
really steamed when their cousin gets a faster
computer than they have, will likely upgrade
immediately, and hopefully BGAMUG will be able
to refurbish what equipment they cast off in the
quest for Vista!
There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this
article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given the
author. The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member, brings this article to you.

Bob Bonato sent along this classic diagram showing the relationship of various contaminants to
the head and diskette of a floppy (the old 51/4” type)
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The Part of Backup Nobody Mentions
by Vinny La Bash,
Member of the Sarasota Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., Florida
vlabash(at)comcast.net
http://www.spcug.org

There are dozens if not hundreds of ways to
backup your data, but we're not going to talk
about that. We're going to discuss the most
important part of doing a backup, the part that is
hardly ever mentioned. Do you believe that your
backup is a sound copy of your data? Would you
be at ease if all your files suddenly disappeared
from your computer, and all you had was your
backup to restore them?

You upgraded your backup software, and now it
can't read your old backups.

If your confidence fizzled to zero, what's the
problem?

You upgrade your Windows Operating System
and your backup software no longer works.
(Rare, but it happens).

You may have developed the most sophisticated
and comprehensive backup scheme the computer
world has ever seen, but you won't ever know if
it's any good unless you
test it. Without a valid
method of testing, you
can have no confidence
in your backups. There
are many things that can
go wrong with a backup,
some beyond your
control, some not.

Your new upgraded backup software program
becomes corrupted, and you can't make a new
backup or restore an old one.
Your new backup program has a great innovative
file compression scheme. However, it turns out
that it compresses better than anyone expected.

Let's stop here before you get too depressed to
make another backup. What's important is to
understand that a great many
things can go wrong even
with the best backup
methods.

If your confidence fizzled to zero, what's
the problem?

Perhaps one day you
were in too much of a hurry, and you made a
backup of one folder instead of your entire
system as you planned. Hmm, no wonder that
backup completed so fast.
Your backup disk got exposed to a magnetic field
and scrambled all your data.
The CD containing your data was left in the car,
and excessive heat warped the media, making it
unreadable.

The only true test of your
backup is to do a restore and
see if it works. Does this
mean you have to erase all
your files, and then run a
restore from your backup
media? No. Fortunately, there are less chancy
ways of verifying your backup data.
One thing you can do is install a second hard
drive and restore your data files to the second
disk. If your original disk has enough capacity,
you can partition it into at least two sections, and
restore into one of the new partitions. Hard drives
have become almost dirt cheap, so this is not
particularly expensive.

You encrypted your backup and lost the password
to restore it.
Continues on next page…
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Another thing you can do is make at least three
backups and store them in three different locations
for safety. Keep one copy at home, but in a
different room than your computer. Store a second
copy at your office or a friend's house, and do the
same for him or her. The third copy could be in a
safe deposit box or similar secure location.
If you feel that such measures are not necessary,
ask yourself if you are ready to perform the
ultimate test. Would you feel totally at ease
erasing your hard disk today and restoring it from
your backups? If not, then think again.
There is no restriction against any non-profit group
using this article as long as it is kept in context with
proper credit given the author. The Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal Computer
User Groups (APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member, brings this article to
you.

Happy
Thanksgiving

Remember Basic?
by Bob Bonato

Over the next few months, simple code in a
variety of languages will be presented. (TRS-80
BASIC, Commodore BASIC, Applesoft BASIC,
GBASIC, True BASIC, LOGO, COBOL, etc.
Feel free to join in the fun and submit your own
code on the website.
Here’s some code for the Z-80 chip of the
TRS-80:
Here’s some code in Applesoft BASIC:
10 REM Program to test for PRIME numbers
up to 999
15 HOME
20 PRINT “What’s the highest integer(under 1000) you wish to test”; INPUT N
25 IF N>999 THEN PRINT ”Enter a lower
number”:PRINT:GOTO 20
30 PRINT:PRINT ”Please wait while I am
computing”
35 DIMA(N),B(1000)
40 FOR X = 2 TO N
50 A(X) = 0
60 NEXT X
70 C = 0
80 S = SQR (N)
90 FOR B = 2 TO N
100 IF A(B) < 0 THEN 170
110 C = C + 1
120 B(C) = B
130 IF B > S THEN 170
140 FOR X = B TO N STEP B
150 A(X = -1
160 NEXT X
170 NEXT B
180 PRINT
190 FOR X = 1 TO C
195 IF B(X) > 1000 THEN PRINT B(X); “
“;
200 PRINT “ “;
205 IF B(X) > 1000 THEN PRINT B(X); “
“;
210 NEXT X
220 END
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