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The PULP is published monthly by and for members of the Hartford User Group
Exchange, Inc. (HUGE). HUGE is a nonprofit organization whose aim is to provide an exchange of information between users of personal computers. The PULP is
not in any way affiliated with any computer manufacturer or software company.
Original, uncopyrighted articles appearing in the PULP may be reproduced without
prior permission by other nonprofit groups. Please give credit to the author and the
PULP, and send a copy to HUGE. The opinions and views herein are those of the
authors and not necessarily those of HUGE. Damages caused by use or abuse of
information appearing in the PULP are the sole responsibility of the user of the information. We reserve the right to edit or reject any articles submitted for publication in the PULP. Trademarks used in this publication belong to the respective owners of those trademarks.

MEETING LOCATIONS
East Hartford Public Library
Main & Central Avenue
in the Lionºs Community Room
Downstairs
Wethersfield Public Library
500 Silas Deane Hwy.,
Wethersfield, CT

From The Editor
by Pat Teevan

Have you heard of Linux? Have you wondered
how it compares with Mac OS or Windows XP?
…and what’s this “open source” and “free
software” that everyone’s talking about lately?
I’ll try to answer all of these questions (and any
others that occur to you at this month’s meeting.
You can run GNU/Linux on almost anything and
tailor it to whatever needs you have.
To prepare for the meeting, you’ll need to do a
little homework. Please try to find the answers to
the following questions before the meeting:
1) What does the character in the right–hand
column have to do with Linux?
2) Does it have a name? If so, what is it?
3) If you find the answers to the first two
questions, then you should be able to answer
this one: Why a penguin?

Free Thumb Drives

I hope to see you at the meeting on Tuesday.
Until next month…
Happy Computing!!

Please come to a meeting and pick up your USB
thumb drive, if you haven’t already done so.
If you really can’t come to a meeting, please contact
Charles (epencil@att.net) or George
(president@huge.org) to arrange for an alternative
time and place pickup.
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A Lit t le C om p u t er Qu iz
by Stuart Rabinowitz

May Quiz

April Quiz Answers

The trivia and minutiae of the computer related
world. The answers will appear next month or you
can submit an answer sheet at the General Meeting. Good Luck.

1 25 years ago this month (April, 2006) a new
computer peripheral commercially debuted (it was
offered for sale as part of a system). What is the
device?
A On April 27, 1981 the mouse was first sold

1 Earlier this year, in January, a communications'
last occurred. Can you name it?

2 What system was it designed to be used with?

2 When was the first?

3 While we know it as the answer to question 1 above,
what was it originally called?

3 What was the original name of the company?
4 At the peak, how many of these events occurred
and in what year?
5 Can you identify the computer from the
motherboard in picture 1(identified chips
include; ODD CIA, EVEN CIA, Paula, Denise,
Fat Angus, and Gary)?

A the Xerox Star 8010, which sold for $16,000

A It was called the "X-Y Position Indicator For A
Display System" by Douglas Engelbart when he
received U.S. Patent 3,541,541
4 What was the next name suggested for the device
before its current name?
A Douglas Engelbart and his research team wanted
to call it 'a bug'.

5 In April, 1936, just 70 years ago, who applied for
the first patent for a different computer related
device and what was the device?
A Konrad Zuse applied for a patent with the first
fully programmable digital calculator/computer

6 When was it introduced?

6 In April, 1960 Bell Labs launched TIROS I. Outside
of the obvious reason of it being an early space
satellite, why is there a question about it in this
quiz?
A It was the first robot space weatherman
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Review:Point & Click OpenOﬃce.org!
Book by Robin ‘Roblimo’ Mi%er
Review by Charles Gagliardi

OpenOffice is a computer program that has word
processing, spreadsheet, database, computer slide
show presentation, and drawing capabilities. Files
created with OpenOffice can be saved in many
popular formats. For example, work processing
files can be saved as OpenOffice documents or in
one of several versions of Microsoft Word and
StarWriter. Documents can also be saved as
simple text files, Rich Text Files (RTF), HTML,
and even as PDF (Acrobat Portable Document
Format). You do not have to buy the full version
of Acrobat to create PDFs. (Editing PDFs or
turning PDFs into forms with fill-in fields does
require Adobe Acrobat.) This article was written
in OpenOffice Writer and saved as both an
OpenOffice document and as a PDF.

and Borland Quatto ran under DOS. The 12 pages
devoted to OOo Calc (the OpenOffice name for
their spreadsheet) was reassuring - nothing too
different here than the features and operations I've
used for years. For a novice, the material offers no
solid info on what to do. It just explained how to
enter some data then insert a graph. The advanced
chapter told readers how to add up numbers, type
in formulas, and do "what-if"analysis. It never
explained what formulas were, how to write them,
or even which kinds of formulas were available.
Then again, if you already know how to use
spreadsheets, this info is unnecessary.
Sample spreadsheet created in OpenOffice
Calc

Like the word processor files, spreadsheet
software creates files that are similar to Microsoft
Excel. Slideshow files are similar to PowerPoint.
One major difference is file size. OpenOffice
files, when saved in the default format are smaller
than similar Microsoft files. This is especially
noticeable in slideshows files. This might not be
important to people who have portable USB
drives for backups and like to send huge
attachments over high speed internet connections.
Drawing software lets you create both freestyle
drawings and flow charts with connection links.
The database lets you organize data and create
data entry forms, perform queries, and print
reports.
The book (195 pages) has 15 chapters, two
appendices, and a decent index. The information
is presented in an easy-to-read manner and offers
examples on how to create files and enter data. As
an experienced user of common software, I found
the material both informative and superficial. For
example, I've used spreadsheets since Lotus 1-2-3

The other chapters on writing, drawing, and
databases were similar. I ignored the text on word
processing. My main interest was in learning how
to turn off features I find annoying, such as auto
correct. I carefully read and re-read the text on
drawing and followed the examples. I still can't
draw!! I skipped the chapter databases. When I
need to create database, I'll study up on the
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material, create the files, then promptly forget the
steps I used until I need to create a different one.
The book is a fast read and you can skip the parts
you don't need.
The video CD is amusing and gives a short dog
and pony show about each OpenOffice program.
A video clip shows (Mr.) Robin Miller typing on
his computer and displays screen entries. As you
watch the video, use full screen mode. If you
watch it in a reduced window, some of the
material is not visible. His audio commentary is
very low key and not at all like a computer lesson.
His presentations appear unscripted and contain a
few minor mistakes which he acknowledges with
an occasional "Oops"
I recommend this book for anyone who needs a
quick start with OpenOffice. I strongly
recommend OpenOffice programs to anyone who
does not want to pay high prices for Microsoft
Office or Corel's WordPerfecr Office. If you don't
need to edit PDFs or make fillable PDF forms,
you can also skip buying Adobe Acrobat. This
free program saved me $464 for the full version of
Office Professional and another $275 for Adobe
Acrobat. I could have saved even more by not
buying Acrobat Professional, which is $409. Your
savings may vary and depend on which
overpriced software you don't buy.
About the book
Point & Click OpenOffice.org!is published by
Prentice Hali (ISBN 0-13-187992-8) for $29.99.
Web site is www.prenhallprofessional.com. This
book includes two CDs. The software disk has
OpenOffice (version 2.0) and both the Firefox
browser and Thunderbird email. The video CD
presents 20 short lessons which feature Mr. Miller
who demonstrates key elements of the various
programs in OpenOffice.
The version I reviewed was written for Windows
and Linux users. Information about a Macintosh
version of OpenOffice can be found at http://
porting.openoffice.org/mac.

On the web…
Here are some of my favorite places to visit:
http://www.macintouch.com – Want to know if
that new software update is giving anyone
problems? This is the place to check. Ric
Ford’s Macintouch web site has all the latest
Mac news, products announcements, and
information on all things Mac.
http://slashdot.org – News and discussion (often
LOUD discussion) on the technical world.
Slashdot covers the technical happenings,
politics, games, Hardware, and just about
anything else related to computers. Your
guaranteed to find strong opinions here.
http://www.theregister.co.uk – More tech news
with a twist of British humor. “The Reg” will
take a potshot at just about anyone. The RIAA
and MPAA are their favorite targets, though.
http://userfriendly.org – is an online comic for
geeks. If you work with computers or have
geek friends, you’ll appreciate the humor here.
Check for the color comic on Sunday, which
normally comments on current technical issues.
http://www.pbs.org/cringely – Robert X.
Cringely’s weekly column looks at what’s
going on in the tech worls and makes
predictions of where things are going and what
companies to watch. This is also the home of
NerdTV–downloadable video interviews with
computer industry luminaries. Past guest have
included Doug Englebart, Dan Bricklin, Dave
Winer, and Andy Hertzfeld. A planned
interview with Woz was postponed, but maybe
it’ll happen in the next season.
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Google Earth
By Joe Schmitt, Member of the Tampa Bay Computer Society
jschmitt( at )tampabay.rr.com
www.tampa-bay.org

One of the greatest tools of the internet has always
been that of maps. From the early days of the
Internet www.mapquest.com was a great source
for online geography. Now a myriad of new tools
is available to home internet users to navigate
through the world.

machine, and once installed it needs an internet
connection to display its images. Also be advised
that Google Earth is resource intensive: it requires
a fairly fast machine with 3D graphics capability.
When you first start up Google Earth you see the
image below:

Believe it or not, one of the biggest uses for online
maps is not for that big long trip to the
Grand Canyon with the kids but for
finding local addresses. How many times
recently have you used a service such as
www.mapquest.com or maps.google.com
to find that new restaurant or new store?
While the online services available can
be used to find the next route crosscountry they are more often used locally.
Another popular role that current
cartographic sites such as
mappoint.msn.com serve is where a
particular place is in relation to your
current location. There are many times
when we are watching the news and
someplace like Jumbo, WV pops up;
there is now a great new tool to let you
explore the world virtually.
Google Earth(http://earth.google.com) is a new
offering from Google that offers a unique spin on
online cartography. While most mapping services
try to offer you a straight forward approach to
mapping, Google’s newest tool takes quite a
different tact. Described by Google as “a globe
that sits in your PC,” Google Earth offers a new
perspective on mapping software. Like all its
major competitors, Google Earth will allow you to
find addresses, points of interest, or a driving
route. What makes Google Earth different is the
way in which items are displayed to the user.
Google Earth has to install software on your

Google Earth generates an image of the planet
taken from a mosaic of satellite and aerial
photographs. If you enter an address such as your
home in the search bar, Google Earth doesn’t just
pop a map of your neighborhood but actually flies
to the location. You see the image of the earth get
larger and larger as if you were descending on the
location from outer space. All the time as the
planet moves closer, the program continually
generates more detailed pictures of the surface
until you are sitting above the location you are
searching for.
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Not only does Google Earth provide these new
ways to explore the world but they have also
included the ability to include data files of your
own. If you choose to upgrade to the “plus”
version you can import data from any of the
popular GPS (Global Positioning System)
receivers currently available. You can import
waypoints, routes, and tracks from the unit.

Another great feature of Google Earth is angular
display. Not only are dead top center views
available but you can also tilt the plane of the
viewing area to see things in the distance. Now
this sounds like I should be able to tilt the image
and see the windows on my house, but that just
isn’t possible. All the images are from satellite or
aerial photographs that are also taken from
straight overhead.
Topography is another feature that Google Earth
incorporates makes the tilting feature quite
impressive. Topography is how the terrain rises
and falls in any given location. Google earth uses
3D technology to render the rise and fall of the
land based on radar data gathered from multiple
space shuttle
missions.
The
images are
melded
with the
topography
and you
have the
impression
of seeing
mountains
rise and
canyons
fall:

Also, you can import images, such as a
topographic map, and orient them as overlays
on the satellite images. The application will let
you resize and rotate the map until fits. Google
Earth will also let you save data in files that can
be shared with other users. One interesting
aspect is files that can utilize data available on the
web for dynamic interaction. Click on this link to
see some examples: http://earth.google.com/tour/
thanks-win.html . For example there is a link to a
file that will track flights around the US live. It
displays an icon for the plane and shows it in
relation to where it is in the air.
Google Earth offers some new and interesting
ways to explore our world. With thousands of user
files, it can be customized to any number of needs
to suit your tastes. A great resource for new ideas
involving Google Earth is the Google Earth blog
at: http://www.gearthblog.com/ or at the
community: http://bbs.keyhole.com/ubb/
ubbthreads.php/Cat/0.
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The only limits to Google Earth are what
your imagination and determination can
achieve.
Joe Schmitt is a computer and technology
guru, who also has a love for the outdoors. He
can often be found tromping around the woods
with his GPS and digital camera.
There is no restriction against any non-profit group using
this article as long as it is kept in context with proper
credit given the author. The Editorial Committee of the
Association of Personal Computer User Groups
(APCUG), an international organization of which this
group is a member, brings this article to you.
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Windows XP Housecleaning
By Dick Maybach,
Member of the Brookdale Computer User Group, New Jersey
http://www.bcug.com/
N2nd(at)att.net

Unless you are careful, after a period of use
Windows will begin to slow down. This occurs
because many programs are always active, even
though you aren’t using them and because the
number of files increases, which means that
searches take longer. Fortunately, Windows XP
contains several tools to help you ease these
conditions. Using these tools periodically (every
month or two is reasonable) will help you keep
your PC lean and mean.

Windows allocates a large portion of your disk
space for use by System Restore (Start All
Programs Accessories System Tools System
Restore System Restore Settings). Select each
drive and click on the Settings button. Reduce the
Disk Space Usage by moving the slider to no
greater than 1 GByte on each of your drives. Use
less on small drives, especially if they contain
nothing but data.

Use Disk Cleanup to delete useless files. Rightclick on a disk icon in Windows Explorer (C: will
be the most rewarding); then click Properties,
click the Disk Cleanup button, and select the
actions. (I prefer not to compress old files as I’ve
had bad experiences with compression.) Also be
sure to check the actions available under the More
Options tab, in particular deleting all but the last
restore image. Finally search all your hard drives
for the strings “*.tmp” and “*.dmp” in filenames.
Delete anything more than a week or so old;
however, Windows will refuse to delete any files
it considers important.
Go through your saved e-mail and delete old
messages. This will reduce the size of the mail
database file and help you to find important e-mail
more quickly.
Look at the list of installed programs (Start
Control Panel Add or Remove Programs) and
remove any you don’t use. Most of find that new
software often is less useful than we expected.
Also, many PC manufacturers ship machines with
software that we neither ask for nor need. While
you’re checking, be sure to click on the Add/
Remove Windows Components icon in the left
margin of the window. You find MS tools that you
don’t need.

Check the startup folder for programs that
automatically start; you will probably find that
you don’t want many of these running. Start All
Programs Startup to view the contents of the
startup folder. To stop a program from starting
automatically right click on its icon then click
delete. This does not delete the program; it only
stops it from being started at boot-up.
Unfortunately, most programs that start
automatically don’t appear in the startup folder.
To disable these, click Start Run and type
“msconfig”. Click the startup tab and uncheck any
programs you don’t want to run at startup. When
you finish, Windows will ask you to restart. After
boot-up you will see a diagnostic screen. On it
uncheck the box that displays the diagnostic
screen each time you boot.
You can also turn off Windows services that you
don’t need, but you shouldn’t do this unless you
are very knowledgeable. However, it doesn’t hurt
to look at what’s running, and you may learn
something. Open the Services window by clicking
Start Control Panel Administrative Tools
Services and the System Configuration window
by clicking Start, then Run, typing “msconfig”
and selecting the services tab. Move the windows
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so you can see both. Clicking on a name in the
services window will display a short description.
Removing a check mark in the System
Configuration window will disable that service,
but no matter how confident you are, don’t disable
any service marked “essential”.
Check for unsigned files and drivers; these can be
corrupted files or programs not approved by
Microsoft. Click Start All Programs Accessories
System Tools System Information Tools File
Signature Verification Utility Start. The search
will take several minutes; then a list will appear
showing all the program files without valid
signatures. Consider deleting (by using the Add/
Remove Programs tool) these.
Another utility you should know about is System
Information (Start All Programs Accessories
System Tools System Information). This doesn’t
allow you to change anything, but you can learn a
lot about Windows by exploring it. For instance, if
you click on the plus box by Software
Environment then on Startup Programs, it will
show you a list (after a pause) of all the modules
that start at boot-up. It shows information in each
entry that may enable you to track down a
troublesome program. As is common with
Windows utilities, you can sort any column by
clicking on its header.

best for my computer” is satisfactory, but you
might to try “Adjust for best performance” if you
machine is slow. If you are more adventuresome,
you can select Custom and disable individual
features by unchecking items in the list. If you
don’t like the result, you can just go back to “Let
Windows choose what’s best for my computer.
After completing the cleanup check to see if you
should defragment your disks. Right click on a
disk icon in Windows Explorer; then click
Properties Tools tab Defragment now Analyze
button. If Windows says the disk does not need
defragmenting, don’t do it. Defragging the C: disk
takes a long time, and seldom results in any
noticeable performance improvement.
There is no restriction against any non-profit group
using this article as long as it is kept in context with
proper credit given the author. The Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal Computer
User Groups (APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member, brings this article to
you.

If you have problems with a program that ran with
an earlier version of Windows, try running them
in program compatibility mode. Click Start All
Programs Accessories Program Compatibility
Wizard Next Next. You will see a list of all the
installed programs. Select the troublesome
program and a compatibility mode (Win 95, Win
NT, Win 98/Me, or Win 2000). Clicking Next
brings up a screen allowing you to set a lower
resolution on the screen, which may be needed for
very old Windows programs.
You can tune your PC performance with very little
risk, even if you are a novice. Right click on My
Computer in Windows Explorer; then, click
Properties Advanced Performance Settings.
Usually, checking “Let Windows choose what’s
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