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The PULP is published monthly by and for members of the Hartford User Group
Exchange, Inc. (HUGE). HUGE is a nonprofit organization whose aim is to provide an exchange of information between users of personal computers. The PULP is
not in any way affiliated with any computer manufacturer or software company.
Original, uncopyrighted articles appearing in the PULP may be reproduced without
prior permission by other nonprofit groups. Please give credit to the author and the
PULP, and send a copy to HUGE. The opinions and views herein are those of the
authors and not necessarily those of HUGE. Damages caused by use or abuse of
information appearing in the PULP are the sole responsibility of the user of the information. We reserve the right to edit or reject any articles submitted for publication in the PULP. Trademarks used in this publication belong to the respective owners of those trademarks.

MEETING LOCATIONS
East Hartford Public Library
Main & Central Avenue
in the Lionºs Community Room
Downstairs
Wethersfield Public Library
500 Silas Deane Hwy.,
Wethersfield, CT

From The Editor
by Pat Teevan

If you weren’t at the February meeting, you
missed a presentation by Charles Gagliardi on tax
preparation – both software and/or web-based.
and by a tax professional. It was a good
overview of the options available to you and the
pros and cons of each. Below is a photograph
taken during the presentation by Bob Bonato.

Finally, it’s March. Spring will allegedly start this
week (though you’d never know it by the forecast),
so it’s time to get ready to work in the yard, finish
your taxes, and shake off the winter blues.
But first, you must endure:

March
Madness!!

Go UConn!!
...and if you haven’t been to a meeting since
before December, you really should show up and
collect your free USB thumb drive (a $39 value).

See you next month…
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A Lit t le C om p u t er Qu iz
by Stuart Rabinowitz

March Quiz

February Quiz Answers

The trivia and minutiae of the computer related
world. The answers will appear next month or you
can submit an answer sheet at the General Meeting. Good Luck.

1 In 1946 Fredrick Williams & Tom Kilbun developed
the Williams-Kilburn tube. What was it and what
was it used for?

1 In 1954 Walther Bothe was awarded the Nobel
Prize in physics for something he developed 30
years earlier, what was it?
2 During the early part of the 19th century
George Boole (1815-64) developed a branch of
algebra (Boolean Algebra) that forms the basic
logic of how computers operate. Obviously he
did not know about electronic computers, so
who translated his concepts into a practical
approach that makes computers work?
3 During WW II an electromechanical machine
called the “Bombe” was invented. Who
invented it, and what did it do?

5 What is the first machine that is generally
referred to as a supercomputer (in its time) and
what did it do?

Can you remember/identify the following
computer related terms?
batch, plugboard, paper tape, TTY, drum, or
remote job entry

2 In 1948 they built "The Baby" based on the
Williams-Kilburn tube. What first did it
accomplish?
A On June 21, it executed the first stored program to
calculate the highest factor of a number.
3 In 1898 the telegraphone was invented, by whom
and why is it significant?
A It was the first devise to use magnetism to record
data on a magnetized steel wire and was invented
by Valdemar Poulsen, who worked for the
Copenhagen Telephone Co., as a telephone
answering machine. He later applied the principle to
a 4.5" steel disk, the first version of a hard disk.
4 In 1941 the Z3 computer was introduced as the first
modern programmable computer. Who invented it
and what did it use to store the programs?

4 In 1958 the first commercial modem was
introduced, by what company?

6 How fast was it?

A It was a cathode ray tube (CRT) which used the
persistence of phosphor to store information and
they used it as random access memory (RAM).

A It was invented by Konrad Zuse and used
perforated strips of movie film.
5 What other first did the Z3 achieve?
A It was the first to operate on the binary system.
(There are 10 types of people, those that understand
binary and those that don't. Anon)
6 What was the first mechanical device to use punch
cards to control the operation of the machine?
A In 1801 Joseph Marie Jacquard invented the
'Jacquard Loom' which used punched pasteboard
cards to control the pattern of weaving on the
machine.
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Legal Bytes: Fair Use - Wherefore Art Thou Going?
By John Brewer,
eMonitor, Computer Club of Oklahoma City

The news media is reporting the current brouhaha
over electronic eavesdropping and surveillance of
telephone calls, email, and Internet searches. The
US Senate is set to begin debate on whether Judge
Samuel Alito is the right person to follow Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor. Congress is debating how
to manage recover in New Orleans, fund wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan, and address the reality of
record deficits in the federal budget. It is a good
time for the entertainment industry to make an
end run on “fair use.”
Fair use is a legal concept that permits the public
to use copyrighted content without paying for the
use, subject to specific restrictions. The
entertainment industry perceives “fair use” as
tantamount to theft by the unwashed and the
unsaved. Draft legislation sponsored by the
Recording Industry Association of America
(RIAA) and the Motion Picture Association of
America (MPAA) is being prepared for filing in
Congress.
The new legislation is being circulated by Senator
Gordon Smith (R-Ore).and is titled the “Digital
Content Protection Act of 2006.” The Electronic
Frontier Foundation (EFF) reports that “fair use”
will be limited to “customary historic use of
broadcast content by consumers to the extent such
use is consistent with applicable law” under the
DCPA. EFF continues, “had that been the law in
1970, there would never have been a VCR. Had it
been the law in 1990, no TiVo; in 2000, no iPod.
“Fair use” has always been a forward-looking
doctrine. It was meant to leave room for new uses,
not merely customary historic uses. Sony was
entitled to build the VCR first and resolve the fair
use questions later.”
EFF interprets the proposed legislation as giving
regulators (that could be largely staffed by
industry types) the power to prohibit new

technologies in advance of their introduction to
public use. Past practice was to permit the
introduction of new technology and then permit
the courts to rule whether copyright law was
applicable and, if so, whether the use of the
technology was an exception under “fair use.” As
an example, the public is permitted to tape a
television program on a VCR and play it back
later as a “fair use” exception to copyright law.
This practice is called “time shifting.”
The new law will permit the device or technology
only if it meets the criteria of “customary historic
use.” New technology will probably not qualify as
“customary historic use.” EFF predicts a world
where technology will be frozen in time because
industry lobbyists will have the power to prohibit
new technology. Anyone who thinks otherwise is
naïve. The federal regulatory agencies have seen
“sea changes” in their attitudes under the current
administration in the determination of the proper
balance between industry and public interests.
The Public Knowledge web site states that the
Smith legislation is basically a rework of what is
known as the “Hollings Bill” from 2002. Public
Knowledge states further “the fact remains that
the main issue here is not about piracy, it’s about
control. The content industry needs a
congressional mandate to control the functionality
of consumer electronics and PCs, and in turn,
what consumers can do with the devices and
content they legally obtain.
The Senate has introduced the "Digital Content
Protection Act of 2006," a bill that will create
"Broadcast Flags" for all digital radio and
television, leading to FCC oversight of all new
digital media technologies from iPods and PSPs to
TVs and DVD recorders.”
Concludes on page 5…
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Another web site, a very interesting web site
indeed, is boingboing.net. Boingboing has the
following to say about the Smith legislation.
“Under the DCPA proposal, digital media
technologies would be restricted to using
technologies that had been certified by the FCC as
being not unduly disruptive to entertainment
industry business-models. There are two things to
be certain of this century:
1. Everything that can be expressed as bits [digital
content] will be expressed as bits
2. Bits will only get easier to copy
The entertainment companies are convinced that
their businesses depend on copy-proof bits. This
is ridiculous: there's no such thing, there never
will be.
Governments that try to protect businesses that
demand copy-proof bits are like governments that
try to protect businesses on the sides of volcanoes,
who demand an immediate end to businessdisrupting lava.
If the current entertainment companies can't or
won't adapt to a world of bits, that's too bad. Let
them die, and let new businesses that thrive in the
new technological reality take their place. If you
can't stand the heat, get off the volcano.
Back in the mainframe days, IBM made its money
by giving away computers below cost and then
charging a bundle for keyboards and printers.
Hitachi killed the mainframe business by
introducing cheap peripherals for IBM
mainframes. Killing mainframes didn't kill
computers: it made them better. IBM was forced
to get into the minicomputer business, which led
to the personal computer.
If computer industry complaints got the same
attention as the entertainment crybabies get from
lawmakers, there'd be 10,000 computers total in
the world, running punchcards, with three
companies making modest sums servicing them
and shipping a new model every three years.

Hollywood's crybaby capitalists accuse us of
being "communists" with one breath, and in the
next, they go begging to Congress to turn the FCC
into device czars who keep the market from being
disrupted by innovation.
Andy Setos, the Fox executive who invented the
Broadcast Flag, once told me that his objective
was "a well-mannered marketplace." The
entertainment industry's version of a planned
economy is bad policy.
Send a strong signal to your lawmaker: if you
break my TV, radio, and computer, I will
campaign tirelessly for anyone who will promise
to throw you out of office and undo your deeds.
The author of the new bill to break our
televisions, computers, and mp3 players, Senator
Gordon Smith of Oregon, has been paid tens of
thousands of dollars to do it. The National
Association of Broadcasters (NAB) has been
lobbying hard for the sole ability to decide how
hard it's going be for us to listen to an mp3. The
NAB has thrown nearly $250,000 at Republican
candidates this year alone. NAB's money stuck to
Gordon Smith."
Sometimes the public has live with the legislation
that has been bought by industry. Anyone who is
concerned should make their voice heard.
John Brewer practices law in Oklahoma City, is a
member of the Governor’s and Legislative Task Force
for E-Commerce, and enjoys issues relating to
eBusiness and cyberspace. Comments and questions
are welcome and can be emailed to
johnb@jnbrewer.com.
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, this
material is distributed without profit to those who have
expressed a prior interest in receiving the included
information for research and educational purposes.
The article may contain sources for content as
attributed within the article.
There is no restriction against any non-profit group
using this article as long as it is kept in context with
proper credit given the author. The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal Computer User
Groups (APCUG), an international organization of
which this group is a member, brings this article to
you.
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What Is Spyware
by Anton Chuvakin, Security Strategist with a major information security company
Published online at O’Rei$y® Windows DevCenter (www.windowsdevcenter.com)

Spyware
Spyware is a new strand of malicious software (or
malware), annoying, and capable of robbing
computer users all over the world.
In This Article:
How Spyware Works
Protecting Yourself
The Future
Spyware is such a broad term that even the
definition of this computer scourge is fuzzy. So,
what is spyware? The best definition out there is
given by Wikipedia:
"Spyware is a broad category of malicious
software intended to intercept or take partial
control of a computer's operation without the
user's informed consent."
Thus, spyware has come to mean not only the
"software that spies on you," but also the software
that performs other kinds of abuses and
annoyances, outside the traditional virus-andworm world. For example, displaying unwanted
ads is a primary purpose of "adware," which is
often categorized as a type of spyware. In fact,
some people even extend the definition to cover
browser cookies, relatively innocuous pieces of
text used by websites for user tracking.
One angle missed by the above definition is that
while some folks are known to launch viruses and
worms, two well-known types of computer
nasties, "just for fun," spyware is usually written
for somebody's direct monetary benefit, often in
the form of good old cash. This aspect is one of
the keys to the dramatic rise of spyware.
Spyware emerged in recent years to "entertain"
computer users. This emergence coincided with a
sea change in the world of mainstream computer

attackers that shifted their focus from having fun
at somebody else's expense to making money at
somebody else's expense. Spyware, along with
spam, phishing ("social engineering" attacks via
email intent on stealing credentials), and
pharming (DNS attacks aimed at attracting users
to malicious websites), is one of the most
noticeable computer threats of the day. We did say
"noticeable," although spyware is often
engineered to be hard to find, hard to notice, hard
to pay attention to (that is, hidden in a lengthy
license) and, obviously, hard to remove. Spyware
evolved in the same time frame as e-commerce
and online banking. As business use of the
internet was growing up, so was business abuse.
The world of spyware is extremely broad and the
mechanisms of its operation range from a
mundane social engineering ruse (e.g. three pages
of license "blah-blah-blah" followed by "and we
will also steal your cookies and browser history
for 'marketing purposes'") to a "zero-day" (that is,
previously unpublished) exploit launched against
the victim's Internet Explorer by malicious or
compromised websites.
Here are some of the commonly identified types
of spyware:
✦ Browser objects (IE hacks, ActiveX controls,
malicious toolbars, and so on)
✦ Bots and rootkits (allow others to control your
system remotely)
✦ Keyloggers (record your keystrokes looking
for sensitive data)
✦ Bundled parasite software (miscellaneous
nuisance)
✦ Adware (run on the system or in the browser
to display advertisements)
Continues on next page…
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Let's look at some common spyware specimens.
As reported by commercial anti-spyware company
Sunbelt Software, these spyware programs were
common in September 2005: Claria.DashBar,
AvenueMedia.DyFuCA, IST.SlotchBar,
ABetterInternet, and IST.ISTbar, to name a few.
Most of the above are "adware" specimens (they
display ads that can potentially generate revenue
for the software creator) and do not spy on the
victim, but others (such as IST.ISTbar, a
malicious browser toolbar) actually collect web
usage information and may install other, more
harmful spyware on the user's system.
How Spyware Spreads
There are many mechanisms for spreading
spyware, employed by their creators. Let's look at
a few common ways spyware can infect:
When installed by other spyware (unlike viruses
and worms, spyware rarely
treads alone; some machines
Loss
analyzed by the anti-spyware
vendors were found to have
Direct financial loss
hundreds of spyware
specimens)
When installed by malicious
websites through flaws in
Internet Explorer (so called
"drive-by downloads")
When bundled with "free" or
sponsored applications
(unfortunately, with
permission of the application
creators)

Immutable Laws of Security. While it might be
ironic that such laws are formulated by the makers
of the most common spyware platform -Windows -- they do provide vital insight into
security. For example, Law 1 proclaims: "If a bad
guy can persuade you to run his program on your
computer, it's not your computer anymore." Thus,
the above question becomes "what can spyware
do on their system?" The answer to this one is
really easy: everything that its creator wants.
Common changes due to spyware include registry
changes, browser configuration and settings
modification, new program installation, as well as
using your system for whatever else is needed. In
other words, spyware, when installed and running,
can do everything you can do on your system (and
sometimes more).
Table 1 shows the direct damage you might suffer
from spyware.
Types of spyware Scenario
Keylogger

Somebody steals your online
banking passwords and
transfers the money to his
account abroad

Slow system performance

All

A machine running dozens or
more types of spyware will
slow down to a crawl

Display unwanted
content

Browser objects,
other

A website can install a malicious toolbar that will show
popup ads and objectionable
web content

Loss of privacy

Browser plug-ins

All web personal history collected and potentially exposed

Later we'll cover some of the
things all computer users
should do to lower the risk of
"catching spyware."
Spyware's Impact on Your
PC
Overall, what can spyware do on your system?
For that, we will refer you to Microsoft's Ten

Table 1. Types of loss caused by spyware
Protecting Yourself
Now that the evils of spyware are understood, let's
use the well-known security mantra "prevention/
Continues on next page…
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detection/response" to focus on what you can do
to:
Prevent spyware from happening to you
✴Detect that it might be sneaking by the defenses
✴After it happens anyway, respond by cleaning
your systems
First, will an antivirus solution will take care of
all spyware problems? The answer is a resounding
"no." Many anti-spyware products (both freeware
and commercial) have features to block
(prevention), scan for (detection), and remove the
offending program (response), but PC Magazine's
recent anti-spyware and antivirus software review,
which compares stand-alone anti-spy defenses,
indicates that antivirus solutions still do not do a
good job of fending off hordes of spies.
Fortunately though, there are several simple
things every computer user can do to lower the
risk of spyware infection:
Keep your Windows systems up-to-date by using
Microsoft Update, which will update both your
Windows and MS Office software. Installing
Windows XP SP2 (Service Pack) is also
important.
Restrict some of the Internet Explorer settings
(refer to Google for tips) or use Firefox, which
significantly decreases the chance of spyware
infestation. Here are some of the important
settings to tweak: block popups using Windows
XP SP2 popup blocker or another solution, limit
or block ActiveX controls, and limit file
downloads via the IE settings panel.
Use antivirus and anti-spyware tools, and
frequently update them using each tool's own
automated update mechanism. The best free
programs to use are Spybot Search and Destroy,
Ad-Aware, and Windows AntiSpyware (to be
renamed Windows Defender later this year). Most
antivirus vendors, such as Symantec, McAfee, and
Trendmicro are launching their own anti-spyware
solutions. However, stand-alone anti-spyware

companies such as Webroot and Sunbelt Software
still outperform them. Also, make sure that you
not only run the anti-spyware software, but also
use it to perform spyware scans on a periodic
basis, just like you do with an antivirus software.
Use a personal firewall with outbound protection;
it might notify you when the spyware that sneaked
in tries to "extrude" the stolen information to its
"mothership." It is important to note that at the
time of this writing, Windows' built-in firewall
didn't offer this protection, so other free (such as
ZoneAlarm from Check Point) or paid (such as
Norton or McAfee) software solutions should be
used.
Use only software obtained from trusted sources.
For those needing a more specific suggestion,
downloading from a random site from the Internet
or receiving it from a "friend" you just met online
does not count.
If you think your system is acting suspiciously,
you need to determine if spyware is the factor to
blame. Since there are so many parts of the
system that can be modified by spyware, the best
way for users to detect spyware is to run any of
the free anti-spyware tools mentioned above. For
better results, run multiple tools, since recent tool
surveys indicate that no commercial or free tool
will detect all spyware specimens. Some of the
tools will also attempt to clean spyware traces,
which brings us to the next item: response to
spyware infections.
As far as responding to a spyware infection, the
only guaranteed 100 percent effective measure a
user can take is to rebuild a system. Only this will
guarantee removal of all traces of malicious
software from a system. On a typical Windows
system there are numerous places where a piece
of malicious code might reside. In a more realworld situation, where it is not possible or
desirable to rebuild the entire system, try looking
for spyware removal tools, sometime published by
anti-spyware and antivirus vendors. All of the
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above anti-spyware solutions provide this
functionality and will clean the spyware traces
with varying degrees of efficiency (often
depending on the type of malicious program).
Same applies to the antivirus tools with antispyware defenses. However, note that the latter
category is more likely to leave the risk alone and
just warn the user about its presence.
Microsoft, which is now an anti-spyware vendor
due to a recent acquisition, often publishes standalone removal tools for various malware.
Microsoft's Malicious Software Removal Tool,
which is updated monthly, can be downloaded to
your system via Automatic Updates or the above
link. It can be run online from the above link (via
an ActiveX control).
Removing complicated spyware manually, such as
a driver-based keylogger, will often render the
system inoperable and should only be undertaken
by those intimately familiar with their system
internals. On the other hand, instructions for
removing simpler specimens, such as adware, are
often published online and can be followed by
anybody who maintains their own PC.
The Future
To conclude, we will try to peek into our crystal
ball, a necessary tool for an enlightened security
professional. What's next for spyware? Will
spyware bother us for years to come? It sure looks
likely; there is no reason why the spyware
creators will stop since -- guess what -- it pays the
bills and there is no clear way to make such
practices "prohibitively expensive" for their
creators.

Seen on the web
by Bob Bonato

Creative Commons
Finally we have a site that is working positively
with the download and copyright infringement
phenomenon. While this site doesn't offer all the
music you might want, what it does offer is a
place to buy and more importantly a place to get
help with protecting what you are selling. This
non-profit group(check out some of the big
donations) has organized itself to help you license
your work, be it written, audio or video. Publish
without fear of your work being stolen. Then let
CC help you distribute it to buyers at a reasonable
price. Creative Commons has an idea that more
people should take advantage of because it helps
both seller and buyer, and makes one feel good in
the process. It has help in legalese and varied
licensing plans to meet your needs. It is also a
nice site to browse and sample its wares. For
instance, read about Pamela Jones' licensed
website for legal research. Maybe Oprah should
promote CC!
Check it out at: http://creativecommons.org

Anton Chuvakin is a Security Strategist with a
major information security company.
There is no restriction against any non-profit group
using this article as long as it is kept in context with
proper credit given the author. The Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal Computer
User Groups (APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member, brings this article to
you.
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The Mouse from Hell
Hardware Review…or Sort of
By Ann Moore, Topeka PC Users Club
Personal Computer Newsletter, February 2006
www.topekapcusersclub.org
commuter(at)cox.net
Several months ago, I sent the fo$owing e-mail to “Answerperson” concerning a tragedy in my life:

“Dear Answerperson,
When I started my computer this morning, my
mouse showed no sign of life. Its heart (red light)
did not flicker nor did it feel warm to my touch. It
was stone cold dead. I tried to revive it by
performing an uninstall-reinstall, to no avail. A
check of outlets and wiring found them intact.
How do I determine the cause of death? There
were no early signs of malfunction. If it were an
animal, I could have a necropsy performed. Must I
disassemble it to determine the cause of death? I
cringe at the thought of disemboweling my friend.
My mouse was not extraordinary in any way – it
was not wireless nor was it ergonomic, just a
simple mouse that I loved and cherished. Every
day for four years, I held this inanimate object in
my hand, caressed it, and knew every curve and
indentation intimately. We were as one.
I have accepted the fact that I must now lay it to
rest, but where? Is there a cemetery for computer
mice? Should I have it cremated or do I put it in a
box and bury it in my backyard under the lilac
bush? What will become of my dear friend? Is
there a computer mouse heaven? This has never
happened to me before and I am devastated.
Please no cards or flowers. There will be a
memorial fund set up in the name of “Ann’s
Mouse” and donations may be sent to commuter
(at)cox.net”
Answerperson offered his deepest sympathy and
suggested that I put my sorrow behind me, go on
with my computing and find a new mouse. I
visited Best buy in search of a replacement and

found no sympathy there. Their only concern was
to sell me a very expensive replacement. In my
vulnerable state, if the clerk had shown a little
compassion, I might have purchased a more
expensive model but because his attitude was cold
and unfeeling, I left the store with one of their
cheapest models. There is an old adage: “You get
what you pay for,” and that is exactly what I got –
in spades.
I doted on my new mouse, showering it with an
abundance of TLC. I never mistreated it by
applying any unnecessary pressure, jerking or
pulling. In spite of all my efforts to maintain a
close personal relationship, it soon became
apparent that we were not compatible. The erratic
behavior of the mouse became noticeable
following surgery on my right shoulder. I was
forced to change the mouse settings to
accommodate my left hand and the mouse began to
balk at every command. Although I moved it
around very slowly, it would take off and race
around the screen leaving me breathless in my
attempt to keep up with it.
In October, I purchased a new LDS 19-inch
monitor and the mouse went ballistic. It refused to
leave the confines of its colorful, soft pad. Trying
to reach the far corners of my monitor with my
cursor became almost impossible. The mouse
resisted my every effort to control its actions.
Every day was a tug-of-war and I was losing my
patience. I had serious work to do and no time to
play games. I needed a good reliable mouse. I
decided that this obnoxious, malevolent, detestable
little rodent had to be eradicated. It was time to go
cordless.
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continued from page 10…

Completing a jubilant trip to Best Buy, I came
home with a Logitech cordless mouse. I could
hardly wait to start using it. What a difference a
cord makes! This Logitech moves like a cream
and is a pleasure to work with. It takes me
everywhere I went to go. Truly, a match made in
heaven. I am certain that I have found a new
reliable friend.

.Quick Tips
This new batch is from the APCUG web site:
What Happened to the Back Button?
Pikes Peak Computer Application Society,
Colorado Springs, CO.

Ever visit a Website, and find that the browser's
Back button was disabled? Some Websites disable
your back button to keep you on their site. If this
What do I do with this evil, malicious, wicked little happens, right click on the back button. You'll see a
devil that made my life a living hell? No sad songs list of pages that you have visited. Click something
on that list to move back. This works for the
or mourning for this monster. I had visions of
Forward button, too.
snipping off its tail to make it impotent, then
dropping it on the floor and stomping it to death. I
Use WinXP's Taskbar Address Bar
even considered calling “The Terminator.” What I
Dave Gerber – www.davebytes.com
will do is wrap it up in colorful paper and donate it
to the club for a prize at the next Christmas party. I Many users overlook WinXP's ability to keep an
am hoping it will fall into a strong masculine hand open Address bar in the Taskbar. Right-click the
that will teach this contemptible, spiteful,
Taskbar, select the Toolbars menu, and click
despicable creature how to behave in the presence Address. This will add an Address bar to your
of a lady.
Taskbar that looks and acts like the Internet
Explorer Address bar. If the full bar is not visible,
There is no restriction against any non-proﬁt group using
this article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit just double-click Address to expand it. You can
given the author. The Editorial Committee of the Associa- type in URLs to launch the browser directly into
tion of Personal Computer User Groups (APCUG), an in- this destination. If you have several IE windows
ternational organization of which this group is a member,
open, the Taskbar Address bar will control the
brings this article to you.
window in the foreground.
Killing a Window
Dave Gerber – www.davebytes.com
Have you ever had one of those windows that
misbehave? By "misbehave," I mean you cannot
get it to Maximize or Minimize. Sometimes Web
programmers want to splash a screen onto your PC
with no controls and will use this technique so that
you can't get their junk off your screen. For some
bizarre reason they think this is a good thing.
Anyway, you do have some control with the
standard Windows window control options.
Click anywhere in the misbehaving window and
hit Alt + Spacebar.
On the resulting menu, you can choose Close and
kill the window.
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The Shadow Knows
by Mike Morris
Front Range PC Users Group, Fort Co$ins, CO
www.-pcug.org
ml_morris(at)jymis.com

How many readers remember that phrase? Or
remember listening to the show on the radio:
“Who knows what evil lurks in the heart of
men? The Shadow knows.”
Recent headlines have described the availability
of TV shows on the internet—at a price. No
headlines, however, for The Shadow or other
radio programs from the 1930’s and 1940’s. The
copyrights to a large number of the old radio
shows have expired, and you can now download
(or order) these programs in a variety of formats
and listen to them through your computer or
other audio equipment.
Whether your interest is historical research, for
the nostalgia value, for a hobby, or for the simple
entertainment value, the variety of programs and
information about these old radio programs is
astonishing. I originally searched the internet
using Google and the phrase “old radio
programs.” That search returned over 20,000 hits
over 6 months. The correct phrase should have
been “old time radio.” That search returned over
1 million hits from the past 6 months.
These websites provide an incredible wealth of
information. I have checked a very small number
of websites, and offer my comments on them.
There are episodes of The Shadow, Sam Spade,
The Thin Man—as you can see, I like mysteries.
There are comedies, westerns, music, and much
more.
By the way, how many readers remember the
origin of Sam Spade? Do you recall the movie
“The Maltese Falcon” with Humphrey Bogart?
The movie was based on the novel of the same
name by Dashiell Hammett (originally published
in 1929), which introduced the world to Sam

Spade. Another novel by the same author, “The
Thin Man,” (originally published in 1933) was
turned into a move starring William Powell and
Myrna Loy. Here is a trivia question for you:
who really was the Thin Man?—answer at the
end of this article.
As you might expect, the audio quality of these
old radio shows varies. Some websites allow you
to listen to short samples of selected shows using
either RealPlayer™ or Media Player, both of
which are bundled with the Windows operating
system.
“It is Thursday night, July 31,1930. The time is
9:40 PM. Radio listeners tuned to CBS hear the
first appearance of "The Shadow" . . . .” Thus
begins the history of “The Shadow” as provided
by the Old-Time Radio Program Guide, http://
www.old-time.com/toc.html. This website has
links to historical information on a number of old
time radio programs and to other websites that
include soundbites and stories, and to websites
that offer programs on cassettes, CD’s, DVD’s, or
direct downloads to your computer.
More history is available at Radio Days: A
Soundbite of History, http://otr.com/index.shtml.
There are links to history by category (Mystery,
Private Eyes, Comedy, SciFi) and to histories of
selected programs (Captain Midnight, Terry and
the Pirates). This website also provides an
historical timeline with important dates in radio
broadcasting with descriptions of relevant
programs. Selected downloads (soundbites) are
included. There is a link to a schedule of old
time radio on the airwaves (and on the internet).
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are offered for sale on cassettes. Categories
include: World War II and Civil War History, Big
Band Music, Comedy, Westerns, Science Fiction,
and Sherlock Holmes. The Big Band category
includes Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, Tommy
Dorsey, and other broadcasts from the 1940’s.
The “Radio of Yesteryear” website, http://
www.originaloldradio.com/, claims to have
50,000 old time radio programs available on
CD’s, in various formats. There is a category
called “Radio’s Best 1000,” and “single subject”
CD’s such as Abbott and Costello, CBS Radio
Mystery Theatre, and many more.

http://www.earthstation1.com/wotw.html.
Success! I listened to the entire program (slightly
less than one hour) using RealPlayer™. My
brain soaked up certain phrases:
“. . . these creatures have scientific knowledge far
in excess of our own . . . .”
“. . . a vanguard of an invading army from
Mars . . . .”

Meanwhile, back at . . . old-time.com, there is a
link to a website called “Radio Showcase,” http://
www.old-time.com/sponsors/rad_sho.html. This
site offers an excellent searchable database, with
“actor credits, recording sources, story
categories, and program notes . . . .” Here is a
sample of a search:
Here is a sample of the results of the search:
In the interest of objectivity, I call your attention
to the RadioLovers.com website, http://
radiolovers.com. This site claims to offer
individual old time radio program downloads.
However, I did not pursue the offer. I found the
site’s use of pop up ads objectionable (the ads
appeared despite having the pop up blocker
enabled in my Firefox browser). But that is my
personal prejudice. For those with greater
tolerance to such ads, you may find this site
useful.

Okay, so point your finger at me and laugh, while
you enjoy the latest movie version with its
extraordinary computer generated special effects.
I thoroughly enjoyed the hour I spent listening to
this classic radio broadcast. Even the 1930’s
audio quality added to its menace.
While you are watching the movie, I am going to
dim the lights, turn off the TV, unplug the phone,
and settle into my favorite chair. It is time to
listen to The Shadow. Even in the 21st century, it
is comforting that there is an answer to the
question “who knows what evil lurks in the heart
of men?
The Shadow knows.”
[The trivia question answer: No, it is not the
detective Nick Charles. The title of Thin Man
belongs to the extremely eccentric inventor Clyde
Wynant, who remains missing until the last
chapter of the novel, when it is revealed that he is
the victim of a gruesome crime.]

As I listened to these old radio programs, and
read about their history, I realized that there was
one program that I wanted to locate above all
others: the original radio broadcast of War of the
Worlds. This program, created from the 1898 H.
G. Wells novel by Orson Welles and broadcast in
1938, is famous (or infamous) for the real panic it
created.

There is no restriction against any non-proﬁt group using
this article as long as it is kept in context with proper
credit given the author. The Editorial Committee of the
Association of Personal Computer User Groups
(APCUG), an international organization of which this
group is a member, brings this article to you.

A search using Google on the phrase “war of the
worlds” provided the result EarthStation1.com,
Page 13

	

Membership: Anyone may become a member. Dues are
$12 per year and include a one-year subscription to The
Pulp as well as access to the HUGE Public Domain disk
libraries and BBS. Meeting topics, times and places can
be found on page 1 of this issue.

PULP Staff
Interim Editor 	


Pat Teevan

Distribution 	


George Carbonell

Officers & SIG Leaders
President: _________ George Carbonell
Vice President______ Stuart Rabinowitz
Secretary: _________ Ted Bade
Treasurer: _________ Charles Gagliardi
Director at Large: __ Richard Sztaba
Director at Large: __ Abel Tangarone
Web Manager: _____ Bob Bonato
Membership: ______ Richard Sztaba
Integrated SIG: ____ Stuart Rabinowitz

568–0492
633–9038
643–0430
233–0370

633–9038

george.carbonell@comcast.net
s.e.rabinowitz@worldnet.att.net
tbade@cox.net
epencil@att.net
richer1@aol.com
richer1@aol.com
s.e.rabinowitz@worldnet.att.net

March 2006
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday
1
2

Friday

Saturday
3

4

10

11

17

18

25

5

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16

19

20

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

Saint
Patrick’s
Day

General
Meeting

26

27

